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Savage Garden 
Affirmation 

Are you truly, madly and deeply in love 
with these guys? Well here’s some 
interesting dope on the boys from down 


under. Plus some interesting facts on 
Darren and Daniel... 


Turning Up The Heat - 98° 


Drew from 98 Degrees took some time out of his 
busy schedule to introduce himself and the band 
to the fans in the Indian sub continent. Here is 
an exclusive interview with the man himself. 


PetShop Boys _ 
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At the age of two Mariah first time showed her 
talent. When her mother was rehearsing 
Verdi's Rigoletto, she missed a cue, and 
Mariah took it from there and sang it perfectly 
from the right spot. Here is an in-depth 
feature on the diva pop music. 
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If she has the time, Sheryl Crow is willing to help friends 
with their creative endeavors. The Artist Formerly Known As 
Prince asked her to play harmonica on his new album, so she flew 
to his Minneapolis studio. An ex-boyfriend asked her to write the 


score for Dill Scallion, so she did in three or four days and threw in 
two songs for good measure. And Bono invited her to participate in 


Saturday's three-city NetAid benefit concert for "poverty 
philanthropy" (her words), so she's going to be at Giants Stadium 
in New Jersey. 

"I'm playing 20 minutes somewhere in between Counting 
Crows and Black Crowes," Crow tells Wall of Sound with a cackle. 
There's even going to be a soundcheck on the day of show, a rarity 
for multi-act stadium benefits. Other acts in New Jersey include 
Wyclef Jean (who will sing the NetAid anthem "New Day" with 
Bono) Puff Daddy, Jewel, and Celine Dion; the other concerts are in 
London and Geneva. 


( Canadian group Len's feel-good hit "Steal My Sunshine" is 
| still shining brightly on the charts, but the sextet has been gearing 
up for its next single, "Feelin’ Alright,” from its You Can't Fight the 
Bum Rush album. Another upbeat track that lives up to its title, 
the song is distinguished by a guest appearance by C.C. DeVille of 
Poison, who lends his '80s hair metal guitar rock stylings to the 
@ tune. 
* Singer Sharon Costanzo says the cameo was arranged 
while the group was recording in Los Angeles. "At the end of [the 
e song] we had this passage, and there was nothing there,” she 
remembers. "We didn't want to put vocals in, and you can't put 
» scratches on that song. So we started laughing and said, What 
/ about an '80s guitar rock noodle solo? Like, who does that 
anymore?’ We had all lived through a lot of that, and we were 
reminiscing about the hair band days." 
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‘NSync's Justin Timberlake will step away from the 
platinum-selling quintet to make his dramatic acting debut in Cover 
Girls, an ABC television movie for The Wonderful World of Disney. Also 
in the cast are talk show host Kathie Lee Gifford, Maggie Lawson, and 
Gifford's son Cody, who makes a cameo appearance. 

In the film, Lawson plays two roles, as a teenage supermodel 
who decides to trade _— 
places with an everyday 
look-alike. Timberlake 
plays the supermodel's 
boyfriend, while Gifford 


plays the model's 
overbearing stage 
mother. : 


The 18-year-old 
Timberlake is no stranger 
to the camera, beginning 
his career as a member of 
the Mickey Mouse Club in 
a prepubescent pack that 
included Britney Spears 
and Felicity's Keri 
Russell. 


DeVille, however, wasn't Len's first choice. They tried 
Edward Van Halen, who was unavailable, and Slash, who wanted to 
do it but-also couldn't make it. "Then the receptionist at the studio PY 
came in, and she's like, ‘I know C.C. DeVille. You want me to get | 

him?" Costanzo says. "And we're like, 'Yeaaaaah!' So two hours later @ 
we're in the studio with him. | 

“We didn't know what to expect; we expected him to walk 5 


in with his spandex. He walks around the corner in frayed jeans and 
a button-up shirt, and his hair had a little less perimeter. And he 
was just the funniest guy in the world. He had us in peels of 
laughter and then just banged off his solo at the end and packed up 
and left." a 


ee ree 


They say that Five fans are amongst the most fiercely 
+ loyal in the pop world, but we didn't realise they were actually 
i fierce as well! You.have to feel.sorry for poor little Billie, who 
i attended the TV Hits awatds ceremony recently, only to be booed 
i by jealous fans of her boyfriend Richie Five. Luckily for Bill, gallant 
Rich has stepped in to try and put a stop to it all. He told the Sun: 
i "This just doesn't hurt Billie, it hurts me...I wish they'd stop it" - 
7 You heard! 


Canadian singer Celine Dion, best known for "My Heart 
Will Go On," the theme song to the blockbuster movie Titanic, 


intends to fight her former 


drummer's lawsuit 
dismissal, 
copyright and 
the pop diva lip- 
her live concerts, 
court document 

"The way 
it sound like I'm 
my shows, which is 
said in a statement 
"In the past, we've 
instrumentation 
on the up-tempo 
gives the dance 


claims of wrongful 
infringement of 
allegations that 
synced many of 
according to a 
filed Tuesday. 

it was said makes 
not singing live at 
not true," Dion 


" Monday, adding: 


u S e d 
and voice samples 
numbers. This just 
tracks a bit more 


punch to enhance the live performance, but I think that's normal." 


Rolling Stones frontman Mick Jagger has moved back in 
with former wife Jerry Hall — but it’s still not a case of ‘Let's 
Spend the Night logether, Britain's Mirror reported recently. _ 

The mass circulation tabloid said Texana model Hall, 43, 


was happy for Jagger, 56, to have his own part of the $6.61 million 
former family home in London which she took ownership of under 
their separation deal. ie i mestic 
arrangements, however, they were not ee as man and wi 

the Mirror. 


Madonna is allegedly having another baby. The sensationa 
news has come from French magazine Voici, which claims the meg 
star has even cancelled plans for a world tour and a movie next yea 


Hg due to her pregnant state! 


H Oh dear, Gary Barlow's woes have increased as his new 
Hg album, 12 Months and Eleven Days scraped into the charts at No 35. I 

Ha seems high street store Woolies, who last week ditched it from their 
Mm shelves, got it right in their prediction that it would bomb. Chin u 

Hg Gazza! 


the first single from Brad's new movie Fight Club. The song featurin 
Brad's vocal talents has already received airplay on Radio 1 and] 
surprise surprise, a reasonable response. } 
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Rumours are rife about the imminent split of delightful 
Irish singers, Boyzone. According to a sunday tabloid the band 
were due to quit after their eight gigs at the Point Theatre in 
Dublin over the millennium. Boyzone's manager, Louis Walsh told 
the News of the World:"Its over, all over". It was also revealed that 
the lads themselves would not publicly confirm the split. However, 
Ronan Keating himself hit back in yesterday's Sun by 
claiming:"This is the umpteenth time we are supposed to be 


_ breaking up. I will say once again we're not splitting". 
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Glamorous celebrity couple, Lord and Lady aor are iT 
set to light up the big screen after being approached to star ina 
new thriller, 


Killenium. The movie will be’ set during the 

9 millennium  celebrations- 
there will be real footage of 
the actual revelries at the 
Millennium Dome. Director 
Sven Hughes told the 
Sun:"It will be a very British 
film and will have a real cool 
Britannia feel." The famous 
duo will play the cameo 
roles of a girlfriend and 
boyfriend - no method 
acting there then! 


= = 


oo! 


Lady Posham could well be the fourth and final Spice 
Girlie to have her own solo project. Her fellow Spice, Mel C has 


revealed that the Posh one was writing some material with one of /, 
the Spice Girls' collaborators. Mrs Beckham could do worse than=\4 


follow her Spice counterparts' examples since Mel G and Mel C have 
both had non Spice top 5 hits and Emma Bunton has a new single 
with Tin Tin Out due for release in early November. If she's really 
stuck perhaps Lady Posham can recruit hubby Becks and record a 
new Man United ditty! 


Love is in the air in the kingdom of pop this Wednesday 
morn. Puff Daddy has asked the lovely Jennifer Lopez to marry him. He 
secretly proposed to the actress-turned-singer last week, presenting 

" her with a £ 50,000 
diamond engagement ring, 
which she won't publicly 
wear. The lovers met when 
Puff Daddy helped Jennifer 
with her debut album, his 
unconventional wooing 
tactic was to convince her 
to appear naked on his own 
magazine cover! However, 
the starry couple have 
tried to keep their romance 
under wraps as much as 
possible. Aw ain't that 
Sweet! 
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COCO LEE Is On Her Way To India. 


Her new: 
No Other Way’ has: 
numb racking number - 
My Love’ thats. 
the charts on this. 
on her way to India! - 
year old is ready to- 
its horns and raise- 
She’s been singing- 
now and R & B is- 
Taiwan, she’s a- 
she’s also worked * * ‘with none other 
than legendary “Jackie ‘Chan’ in a movie 
or so. Cool, what do you say? Watch this space for more. 


-the sexy 
‘Do You Want 
-burning up 

- side. And she’s 
-Yep, the 23 

- take the city by 
the floors up. 
for quite a while 
«her forte’. Tn 
ssuperstar, and 


or old Mel G, her dress sense has been attacked by posh 
Harpers & Queen who describe the star as "firmly of the wear- 
-clothes-at-once school". Not content with this jibe, the 
snooty publication claimed Mel often looks like a "walking jumble 
sale". Ouch! 


According to early sales figures of their single Flying Without 
Wings, Westlife will become the only boy band to achieve three 
consecutive number ones with their first three singles on Sunday! 
Another two number ones and Westlife will have eclipsed fellow 
Celts B*Witched's record of having their first four singles ent 

the charts at the top spot! 


Pretty Pretty ‘Preety Pinky’ 


Are you still in the mood of playing dandiya. Yes, well 
then, you are in the right place!! Here’s a twosome with a keen 
fervor for dancing and a well-defined ambition to be an 
acclaimed playback singer someday. Their album Jhoome 
Jahaan’ has been recently launched by Milestone Ent. and the 
first single Pi Pi Papiha’ is a pulsating track to put you in the 
groove. Hailing from Gujarat this duo is already famous with the 
crowd out there and now they are taking on India with a storm. 
However, a point to be noted is that they can sing in other 
languages too such as Sindhi, Hindi, Bhojpuri, Malayalam, 
Marathi and in ak too! Well, all that we can say is best of 
luck, Ce 
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Evergreen 
Pop 
Ballads 


MARILLION 
JOHNNY HATES JAZZ 
SPANDAU BALLET 


| MAMEO NO. 5.2 IF YOU HAD MY LOVE 
| BEAUTIFUL STRANGER 9 BAILAMOS 
WOULD YOU ® LIVIN' LA VIDA LOCA 9 
ALL OR NOTHING 2 WILD WILD WEST 
RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW © OOH LALA 
WHY DONT YOU GET A JOB @ 
SOMETIMES 9 TURN AROUND 
THANK ABBA FOR.THE MUSIC 
IMEN THE GOING GETS.TOUGH © BETTER 


Musafir 


They started their career some good 
fifteen years ago ... and still remain 
as valid, innovative and progessive 
.. Their latest album "Nightlife" has 
| twelve new songs including two 
new singles “/ don't know what 
you want but I can't give it 
anymore” and "New York City 
Boy” which you can check out on all 
‘§ the local channels! 
Nightlife can be described as 
"dance music with strings" and is an 
album that combines the most 
modern of dance production 
techniques with great melodies and 
classic string arrangements 


SONGTRACK 


After having a breakthrough first 
album, a record sales of 300,000 on 

their second album they are back 

with their third self-titled album 
SUPERGRASS. The single 

“Pumping on your stereo" has a 

funky video to support it, is enjoying 

good radio airplay and is definitely 

living upto it's name... 
Today they are one of Britain's best Pa . 
bands ... and are actually capable o 
standing alongside bands like Pink 

Floyd and The Who! 


One of the most successful adult 
contemporary artist with album sales well 
in excess of ... Jon 
Secada is back with his latest album 

a combination of all his 
chart toppers over the years... 
With his vital multi-cultural influences of 
his Afro-Cuban heritage and Miami 
upbringing coupled with his passion for 
pop, latin and R&B music ... Jon Secada ~ 
is an object of adoration for a diverse and 
growing audience... : 


Coming soon, the world’s loooooc00GDDGOGGOCOCCCCCCOCONngest dance party... enjoy! 


get ready to meet the duo | 


who've put Australia on the 
music map. From jumping 
kangaroos, to crazy old 
bats - hold on to your 
horses mate. Cause here 
comes Savage Garden. 

Aha! I knew I'd 
get your attention. The 
biggest thing since 
Neighbours, Darren Hayes 
and Daniel Jones have 
taken over your stereo set. 
It all started in the early 


nineties. Daniel was % 


already in a band at that 
time, and they had got 
some publishing interest in 
some of the songs they'd 
written. But the publishing 
company said that they 
needed a frontman before 
they could get the go 
ahead. So Daniel put an ad 
in the paper looking for a 
lead singer to be in his 
band. The header was: 
‘Musicians In Search Of 
Singer’: and after a couple 
of goofs who showed up 
here and there - who 
should answer - but the 


guy with that magic voice, 

Darren. Obviously, it was meant to be. Anyway Darren was hired, 
and after awhile Daniel and him realized, that they were way too 
cooler than the other guys in the band. So Darren quit the 
university where he was studying, and he and Daniel took off 


together. After leaving the © 
group, the two of them 
realized that they really 
didn’t need anyone else to 
start the new band. They 
both had what it takes, to 
do it on their own. After 
writing a few songs, they 
had to come up with a 
name for themselves. 
Darren used to love reading 
horror stories, so one day 
he got it. The name that is 
Savage Garden. It’s taken 
from Anne Rice’s Vampire 
Series, which Darren really 
loved. Anyway now that 
they had a brand new 
identity, both the boys 
were rockin’ and ready to 
go. They made a couple of 
demo tapes and sent it to 
everybody they could think 
off in the music industry. 
But after awhile 
nothing happened. No 
record companies were 
really interested in putting 
out a good solid rock 
album. And that too from a 
bunch of Australians. The 
only good thing that did 
come out of it was meeting 
their manager, who helped 
them in making the first 
album. He got in touch with a couple of record companies with the 
duo’s finished product that was more slicker, dark yet more grey in 
most the areas. To put it in simple words - brilliant. They got 
snapped up by Columbia Records, the home to Celine Dion and 
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Michael Bolton. The first single ‘I Want You’ is released. And the 
rest as they say is history. The year was 1997 and rock was at a new 
low. But these guys put it back on top and the world was ready to 
rock ‘n’ roll with them. Superstardom came so fast for these boys, 
that they didn’t know what hit them. ‘I Want You’ went straight in 
at number 1 in quite a few places, and sales of their self-titled 
debut album went skyrocketing. The follow-up “To The Moon And 
Back’ was a kind of avant garde’ piece of work. That also did pretty 
well. But then they decided to go in for the hat trick. Truly Mady 
Deeply’ was released. And it went straight to no. 1, just cementing 
Savage Garden’s super stardom. The next year they were nominated 
for a number of awards and even performed at the MTV Music 
Awards, where they blew everyone’s socks off. Savage Garden 
rules. 

And now they've come 
back, just as the world is about 
to turn a lifetime older. The 
albums called ‘Affirmation’ 
and it’s rockin’ good. It took 


are al ways. these little 
graffiti statements, you know? 
‘Someone had written things on 
the side walk and I thought about 
how cool it would be to just spew 
forth all of these things that I 
think about life. “Affirmation” 
pretty much sums it up. It’s quite 
positive, but it’s also brutal and to 
the point. Sometimes you're up, 
sometimes you're down. I wanted to 
be that literal. 


Daniel: There was a kind of 
innocence that was missing 
between the first album and this 
one. We needed to find that place we 
started from..... and I think it 
turned out beautifully. 
Fali: Cool. The first single ‘I Knew I 
Loved You’ is really good. It’s like 
the innocence that two people in 
love can only find. What's the 
story behind it. 
_ Darren: It’s very simple. When I wrote it, I wasn’t feeling that way at the 
time, as opposed to “Truly Madly Deeply” — which I was absolutely living 
and breathing. I was there. I don’t know if I could write this one without 
having that same feeling... but I did and it actually puts a lump in my 
throat. Nothing else on the record is as pure as this one... 
Daniel: Yeah, and it's beautiful with Darren's eee and the rise of the 
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_down and agreed... 
Way it went a 


quite a while to put this one down, but Darren and Daniel finally 
nailed the sucker. Hayes practically forced himself into an 
emotional upheaval by transplanting himself from his home in 
Australia, and moving to Manhattan for a year. New York City. The 
most dangerous place in the world. Hey, if you don’t believe me - 
watch NYPD Blue on TV and you'Ll figure it out! Just like Hayes did. 
He sought for inspiration and solitude in those grim, dark streets of 
despair. And he found it. ‘Affirmation’ is almost beautifully sad. In 
a good kind of way. the new single ‘I Knew I Loved You’ has 
everybody up and noticing. With a brilliant twist of ironic love - 
there’s no way in hell it’s not going to go in at number one when it’s 
released this month over here. So before anyone says anything else, 
I decided it was time to talk to both the boys themselves and see 
what was happening with them. And it was 
tough, considering the amount of 
attention they're getting. Still, I 
managed to get away with it. Here’s the 
exclusive I got, with the boys that call 
themselves Savage Garden. 


‘Falis Ok. Now come on - be honest with 
me guys. Whats the one thing you'll never 
understand about the female sex? 


Darren: I think it’s the fact that they're 
usually right about everything (laughs)... 
And as much as I'm killing my male 
reputation here..... they do come up with 
the goods. 

Daniel: I don’t know. Why they get moody 
every month? (laughs) NO.... lets not go 
there! 

Fali: Whatever you say. Now the thing is, 
most of the lyrics you've written on this 
one are pretty sad and melancholy 
dealing with pain and love in general. 
How come? The first album was full of up 
beat, rock in stuff... 


Darren: I placed myself in very adverse 
conditions for this one.... because I was 
intent on making a record that could be 
soundtrack not just to my life — but to 
everybody's lives. This is hopeful sadness. I 
don’t wallow in self-pity. Elation and pain 
are experiences that make you realize you're 
alive. Thank God you feel them.... otherwise 
you'd be numb. And that would be the worst thing. 


Fali: Gotchya. Ok Daniel — one question. How come you let Darren 
compose most of the lyrics and stuff. You're like, cool with whatever 
he does? Don’t you have your own ideas too? 

Daniel: I've always been more comfortable with the musician side of the 
band.... So I'm more into the rehearsals, remixes... things with the music. 
I've never been comfortable with being any kind of celebrity, so we decided 
that Darren will act as more of the spokesman of the band..... 

Darren: .... It’s true.... I enjoy being the public face of this band, whereas 
Daniel is more interested in designing sounds and producing. So we sat 
.Im we this, you're great at that..... That's the 


e have a survival 


mum” Hayes Birthdate: 


w= io have 2 baby kangaroos as 


Daniel: Argue? Well, not a lot. About three times in the last few years. 
And that’s not too bad. 

Fali: I heard the record. I’m pretty sure that the track ‘The Lover After 
Me’ will be a massive hit. It’s simple, yet a heart twistingly piece of 
karma. It must have been one of the hardest songs to do on the album 
- cause it’s so good! 


Daniel: It is! (laughs) This was one of the hardest songs to record since 
we had to be careful that we didn’t suffocate the guitars with too much 
keyboards.... and vice versa. It’s a really honest song with great lyrics. 
Emotionally, this is probably my favourite song.... 

Darren: It’s about a haunting love that you probably shouldn't have left — 
but you did.... and it would be so.much easier if you didn’t still care about 
them.... 


Fali: I know exactly how you feel. Last question. Where do you go from 
here? 
Daniel: We don’t know (laughs). It was important to make sure every song 
sounded different. 
Darren: ...... And we've come clean with Affirmation. It’s about things 
that people do relate to.... like what it’s like to have your heart broken, to 
fallin love.... or to just have that occasional bad day...... 

I know exactly what they mean. So there you have it. Savage 
Garden barred their soul and inner thoughts just for you.... and there's 
only one thing left to. Get myself a copy of ‘Affirmation’ - which is going 
to be one of the biggest things in the next millenium. Trust me on this 
one..... ok? I’m good at this. 


By: Fali R. Singara 


Full Name: Darren Stanley 
May 8, 
1972 Born in: Logan City, 
Australia Hair: Black Eyes: Grey 
Height: 5'11" Shoe size: 8.5-9 Fav 
city: New York Fav colour: Dusky 
blue Diet: No alcohol He is the 
youngest of 3 He has a pierced 
left ear 


More Facts on Darren 
He started singing when he 
was ll - His fav foods are 
skim milk and yogurt 
(eeeeewww...) He was studying 
to become a teacher when he 
joined Red Edge His fav 
school subject was biology 
He likes open space He used 


pets, named Mork and Mindy, 
but he let them out into the wild 
(*how sweet*) He was a nerd 
in school and everyone was 
surprised when he quit university to pursue music He 
didn't fit in when he was young, everyone was doing 
drugs and getting drunk and pregnant and he wasn't like 
that at all He LOVES Star Wars and has lots of Star Wars 
figures He's not interested in cars, he thinks they suck He 
LOVES New York City His fav author is Anne Rice and that's 
where they got the name Savage Garden, they got it from 
“The Vampire Lestat" book. He believes in fate and destiny 
He met his wife Colby at school His fav songs are Santa 
Monica and Carry on Dancing His hair is cool He has a 
beautiful smile and eyes He is very smart He has a great 
voice Him and Dan write great songs He was once a 
vegetarian but now he eats white meat. 


e somes 
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Full Name: Daniel Jones Born on: July 22, 1973 Born in: Essex, 
England Hair: Dark blond Eyes: Blue Diet: CHOCOLATE!!! 
More Facts On Dan 
He does all the guitar, keyboard, and sequencing stuff He was a 


peacemaker in school and fought for the rights of the nerds He is 
obsessed with Meg Ryan, the song "All Around Me" is about her His 
fav SG songs are "To the Moon and Back" and "Truly Madly Deeply’ 
He used to have a kookaburra as a pet He wanted to be a 
football/soccer player or a lollipop man (just goes to show how 
strange he can be... *lol*) His family moved to Australia when he 
was a year old. He has climbed Ayers Rock (wow, I'm really 
Impressed! People have died climbing it) He's a musical genius He's 
funny He's laid-back 


oS 
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STING — BRAND NEW DAY 
POLYGRAM 

Every Breath You Take. Now Meet the man who managed to do 
that. Gordon Summer has returned with his ‘Brand New Day’ And after one 
listen, you should be wrapped around his finger. 

There are musicians and there are musicians. And then there’s 
Sting. A class apart from all the rest. It’s been a long journey from leaving 
his ‘Police’ day’s behind and coming into his own ‘Brand New Day’ which is 
his latest solo piece to date, and it follows in the same tradition of 1996's 
‘Mercury Falling’. This time around he explores most of the usual suspects 
- love, faith and the emptiness of being human. But'then that’s Sting for 
you. Ever since he discovered his inner self, the transformation has been 
remarkable. Nothing as good as 83's ‘Synchronicity’ - but his ‘Ten 
Summoners Tales’ did restore the faith in a lot of us. There are ten songs 
on this one, and sad to say — most of the magic is gone. The first single 
was the title track itself, and it’s the definitive Sting. Good beats and a 
smart video to boot. As most of his earlier works, the lyrics are critical and 
the music - a bit way ahead of it’s time. We're not ready for a bit of the 
Arabian sunset or even the god damn french rapping. Good songs though, 
most of them - ‘After The Rain’ brings about a nostalgic feel of his ‘The 


Soul Cages’ and ‘Perfect Love..... Gone Wrong’ - does sound exactly like 
the ‘Mercury Falling’ piece. And he disappoints us with remaining. It’s 
mostly standard fare - nothing very exciting or very new. I was 


disappointed listening to the album - till I heard ‘Ghost Story* And it just’ 


blew me away. It can’t - just can’t get any better than this. It gives you a 
rush — the same kind you get while listening to ‘Every Breath You Take’. I 
must have loved you. 

So there you have it. Sting and his ‘Brand New Day’ It does have 
it’s moments - and hey - Sting is my hero. Any questions? Get it now. 
That's all I’m going to advise you. 


Record Rating: @ ®@ ®OO 


MARC ANTHONY — THE ALBUM 
SONY MUSIC 

Baby you sang to me. That's Marc Anthony for you all right. The 
latest pop sensation to hit the streets, he’s giving even Ricky Martin a run 
for the money. 

No stranger to music, this self titled album is his debut into the 
English scene. And it’s surprisingly - different. Anthony is a simple man, 
not very tall and yet he overpowers us all - with his music and a 
personality to match. If you want proof - check out the exclusive I got 
with the man himself - a few pages later on. Right now, it all boils down 
to this — can the man sing, or what? Well that depends at the way you 
want to look at it. The album has fifteen tracks in all, but three of them 
are in Spanish - so that doesn’t make sense to you. But what does - is the 
first single ‘I Need To Know‘ It did pretty well over here, and his romantic 
‘No Ames’ duet with Jennifer Lopez didn’t hurt his reputation either. After 
a couple Salsa albums, Anthony decided to jump onto the bandwagon, 
that everyone from Martin to Lopez are going right now. It’s the latin 
feeling baby - and this man can do it good. The track ‘My Baby You’ - 
sounds like a younger Lionel Ritchie we used to know. And ‘When I Dream 
At Night’ is a smart melody, that sounds a bit like Dean Martin and his 
amour’. There’s no denying that the man is good, but after a while it kinda 
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gets to you. One can only have so much of a good thing. 

Still the best is yet to come. The track ‘You Sang To Me’ is one of 
the coolest songs I’ve heard in quite a while. It’s included also on ‘The 
Runaway Bride’ - the new Julia Roberts and Richard Gere flick. It’s a 
definitely going to hit the charts - big time! Marc Anthony. That's his 
name. Remember it. 


Record Ratings: @ @ @@O 


BASEMENT JAXX — REMEDY 
MILESTONE 

Feeling down or feeling blue? 
Here’s the perfect remedy for you — no it’s 
not another one of those silly - go to the 
circus jokes - that’s been driving people 
crazy — It’s Basement Jaxx and their funked 
up sound. 

Porn never sounded better. Dirty 
bass lines, hot rods and 9 sexy female 
vocals to boot - ‘Remedy’ is the latest 
brainchild of Felix Buxton and Simon 
Ratcliffe. The first single ‘Red Alert’ did 
pretty decent over here and it’s. being 
played at quite a few clubs over here. This 
group started a couple of years back, and their idea was to get back to the 
‘American Garage’ sound that nobody seems to hear anymore. But unlike 
their counterparts The Chemical Brothers - ‘Remedy’ is meant more on the 
dance floor than block rock in the beat. The fifteen tracks (counting 9 
couple of 30 second interludes) aren't really much different from what's 
out now in the market. Maybe ‘Being With You’ and ‘Always Be There’ have 
some great potential — in the club sense — but this is not, I repeat not - 
your average dance floor album. It’s more than that. 

The ‘Remedy’? Ask yourself the question - are you feeling lucky 
today punk? This is dance punk at it’s most quietest, so never mind the 
bollocks — just get the sex pistols. Basement Jaxx - check them out. 


Record Ratings: @®@@®OO 


THE MOODY BLUES — STRANGE TIMES 
POLYGRAM 

Love. I get so lost sometimes. What have I missed, where have I 
gone wrong. The blues. They come and they go. But some things stay 
around just about forever. Like the music these guys make. 

The Moody Blues. They're forever baby.... Forever in your heart. 
It’s been a long and winding road for all of them - from 67’s record breaking 
‘Days Of Future Passed’ - (that was the first stereo record ever put out by 
their record company) to ofcourse 86's ‘The Other Side Of Life’ which was a 
massive hit back way back then. And after years of keeping silent, they've 
returned in these ‘Strange Times‘ The first single was the smart nostalgic 
‘English Sunset’ that wasn’t noticed much among all this new hip-hop crap 
that’s been doing the rounds this past decade. The Moody Blues, next to 
the Beatles, are one of the coolest rock ‘n’ roll bands ever to come out of 


the sixties. And that’s the truth. 
ALBUM OF THE MONTH} 


‘Strange Times’ their fourteenth effort has 
to also be the best - only ‘Sur La Mer’ with 
the beautifully devastating - ‘I Know You're 
| Out There Somewhere’ can top it. But then 
one listen to ‘Haunted’ with it’s soul 
" searching string pulls - man, this has to be 
the coolest record of this year. The fourteen 
tracks are all perfect gems of a good old 
rockin’ record. Hayward, Bridge, Thomas and 
_ Edge have really out done themselves this 
_ time. Not since ‘Nights In white Satin’ 
_ (with late lament) has adultery sounded so 
_ sweet. I could go and on forever, how this 
sound drives on into your brain, - love me 
baby... - you've got to take away the pain. 
Or you'll go insane. 

Just like I did. I've probably played this already atleast twenty 
or so times — in just the two days that I got the Cd. This ones for eternal. 
Something to keep. Forever and ever. The best track without a doubt is 
‘Words You Say’ (to me) that is the most heart wrenching, soul screeching 
love song since Elvis and the boys. ‘Love Don’t Come Easy’ — but with ‘The 
Moody Blues’ — it's a cinch. This sound is timeless. Long after we're dead 
and gone - it'll still be going strong. Get it now. If you don’t - it'll feel 
sorry for you. You'll never feel the blues - in your soul. Strange times. Ain’t 
ft? 


Record Ratings: @@@@@ 


PUFF DADDY — FOREVER 
BMG CRESCENDO 

Puff Daddy, Forever. Oh Man, this has got to be one of the 
biggest, baddest and most hyped about i.e. piece of junk that you've ever 


heard. At one point, Puff Daddy was good — the sound was fresh and very 
innovative. He was a rap musician. 

But now all that remains — is the bitter aftershock of success. 
After scoring a number one hit with the revamped version of The Police’s 
‘Every Breath You Take’ - his ‘Ill Be Missing You’ days are over. 
Permanently. ‘Forever’ is a couple quick retakes of pure garbage sound and 
sweetly packaged into one bad deal. I just don’t know - how Puff Daddy’ 
of all people could do this? Ofcourse all the biggest names around, are 
here on this album — from Busta Rhymes to the late Notorious BIG Stuff 
like ‘Satisfy You’ and ‘Pain’ do have their moments. But two or three 
songs do not make the man. MC Hammer said it best - you can’t touch 
this. Still the album did go into the top ten, since Puff Daddy does have a 
large fan following in the states and the UK. But over there anything goes. 

So say goodbye to Puff Daddy. Forever. If this is the future of 
music — I got a piece of advice for all of us - run while you still can. Sad. 
But that’s the story. 


Record Ratings: @®OOO 


JAZBA — NIRMAL PANDEY 
TIMES MUSIC 
‘There’s no morning of this 
night’, “BAND-AID QUEEN”....I 
mean....“BANDIT QUEEN”, ‘If you've fallen 
in love, then why to get scared’....lemme 
tell you the logic behind these names, 
before you sing....I must confess....I still 
believe.... that the writer has gone 
crayjeee! Well, if you take the titled above 
and translate them into Hindi, you'll get 
_ titles as “Is Raat Ki Subah Nahin”, “Bandit 
Queen”, “Pyar Kiya To Darna Kya”. If you 
keenly observe these film titles, there's 


hie: 


one common factor and actor.... you 
guessed it — the BANDIT KING himself 
Nirmal Pandey. That’s. ok, but what’s he 
doin’ in a music mag? ‘You may wonder... 
but the fact is this resham se lambey 
baalon wala dude is out with his own album 
called JAZBA. 

The attractive part about the 
album is cover photo (besides the tracks). 
The cover snap catches the listeners by 
their ears. Anyways, the album’s got 7 
tracks... kick-started by the wild, wilder 
and wildest ‘Maar Daala’ - Catchy tunes 
and equally catchy video. ‘Chunariya’ and 
‘Shilmil’ are both sides of the same coin — 
playful, nostalgic and romantic, though the 
former is better than the latter. ‘Rab Ka Mattab Pyar’ and ‘Dildaar Yaar’ 
are both showcases of Nirmal’s versitality and talents. Both provide equal 
opportunity to exercise his vocal cords. ‘The Spirit of Jazba’ and ‘Heer 
Ranjha’ seems to be the USP of the otherwise ok album. If this album's a 
hit, then we've got our next millennium singer — Nirmal Pandey. Overall, 
JAZBA does definitely ruffle your JAZBAAT! 


AN ALBUM BY RIRMAL PANDEY 


Record Rating: @@®@®OO 


MAINE PAYAL HAI CHHANKAVI — PHALGUNI PATHAK 
POLYGRAM 

She's a lady with woo-man(ly) looks. She definitely knows how 
to keep you on hooks, her's is not a story of sweet-success flukes, no 
wonder she’s in everybody's good books! The above words rightly sum up 
the lady of the decade - Phalguni Pathak. In a time where ladies don’t 
have that much time (and sometimes guts too) to dance, MAN! She’s gone 
ahead, danced by herself and also made others dance... to her tunes 
(literally). She’s the uncrowned “Dandia Queen”. This was confirmed with 
her first album ‘Yaad Piya Ki Aane Lagi’s’ super-duper success. 

Now, if that wasn’t enough, Phalguni is all set to wipe you off 
your feet once again, with her latest release ‘Maine Payal Hai Chhankai’. 
This album has got 9 tracks (enough reasons to dance your way into the 
next millennium)! Well, the album kicks off with the mellow-dious title 
track which is aptly supported by an appealing music video. ‘Mar Jani’ 
and ‘Pal Pal’ are both slow paced tracks, should say that the former one 
scores a point or two over the latter. Ankh Ladake’ is nothing great to 
write about. ‘Ek Pagla Meri Galika’ is the average ladkon wali sharaarat 
typpa’ song! Ok-dokey shhtuff! Aayi Re Milan Ke’ and ‘Sajna Tu Mat Jai 
Re’ are both semi-fast paced tracks - no great shakes - the latter as 
compared to the former. ‘Maine To’ is the stereotyped ‘oopar, kabootar, 
eeethar, teethar etc...’ song, no feather’s ruffling. Extremely 
contradictory is ‘Mane Chudi’ - a track provided promoted rightly, will 
definitely go well with the masses. Overall, MPHC is for its listeners... 
MAINE MUSICAL ALBUM HAI PAAYEE! 


Record Rating: @@@®OO 


DILLAGI — VENUS 

The awesome twosome are 
brothers by birth. And the babe is the 
“jawaan dilon ki dhadkan” of our planet 
Earth. When the three come together, its 
definitely bound to be firecrackers and 
firewotks on screen. Now that Diwali is 
around the corner, this album is a welcome 
treat for its listeners. The album belongs to 
the film “DILLAGI” starring Sunny Deol, 
Bobby Deol and Urmila Matondkar. The film's 
about two guys (Sunny Deol and Bobby Deol) 
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and one babe (the ‘mast’ Urmila). Both Sunny and Bobby fall in love with 
Urmila and turn by turn, they.... well.... we'll keep the ‘story’ under the 
wraps, but we'll definitely spill the beans about the film’s WONDERful 
music. 

DILLAGI has’ music by the KHILADI duo Jatin Lalit. The film’s 
got 11 tracks, starting with the but-obvious title track. A damn good track 
with a plethora of singers. Wonder if there are only 3 major roles, who’s 
gonna’ mouth the lines of this song! ‘Dhoom Dhoom’ is a typical 
“pbhagara-shangra” track, welcoming the grand reentry of Mahendra 
Kapoor, the yesteryear’s star crooner. Aya Yeh’ and ‘Koi Nahin Sa’ are 
both average, though ‘Koi Nahin’ is below average! ‘Yeh Zamin Hai’ is an 
ear-pleasing track by Roopkumar Rathod — a classy track by a classic 
singer. ‘Rahon Main’ and ‘Han Han’ are flip sides of emotions. ‘Sangeet’ is 
definitely an example of cute lyrics gelling with excellent music. The sur- 
prize element is ‘Tanhai’ by Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan, the late great singer. 
Overall, DILLAGI is definitely not boredom ki BILL-LAGI! 


Record Rating: @@@@O 


KHOOBSOORAT — T SERIES 

He's an epitome of flex, body, muscles, biceps, triceps, 
forceps... well... skip the last one, coz ‘yeh baat kuch hajam nahin hueee, 
he's definitely India's answer to Arnold Schwarzeneger. Oooofff! Wotta’ 
weighty man! A-N-D, she's the extreme contradiction of him — she's 
delicate, fragile, lissome, cherubic, awesome and YES! Extremely 
"BEAUTY-FULL"! And, no marks for guessing whom we are talkin’ about 
the hunky-dorey SANJAY DUTT and the beautiful Urmila. The newz' is that 
BOTH ARE IN DEEP LOVE WITH EACH OTHER... well... at least in Sanjay 
Chhel's movie "KHOOBSOORAT", one of the most-eagerly awaited movie of 
this season. 

The music of KHOOBSURAT does live upto its name. The film has 
got 10 tracks, starting with ‘Bahut Khoobsurat Ho’ by Abhijeet & Neerja 


Question: What is Sonu saying to ‘Gul Panag’ in his latest video ‘MAUSAM’? 


(Include the word ‘MAUSAW in your answer) 


Send in your entries to ‘The Record Music Magazine’, 36, Ideal Industrial Estate, Senapati Bapat Marg, 
Lower Parel, Mumbai 400 013. Fax: 492 5916 Email: therecord @ hotmail.com 


Name: 


Pandit — a cool track. Can't wait to | 
watch the movie — dahlings! Must 
thank A.R. Rehmaan for introducing 
new singers every time, coz' the other 
music directors are not copying just 

his music, but also his idea of 
introducing new singers. Hats off 
Rehman bhai! ‘Mera EK’ by Kumar 
Sanu & Kavita K. is a normal romantic 
track a good melodious track with 
ear-pleasing music to match! ‘Aana 
Zara’ and ‘“Ghoonghat Mein Chand’ 
are both by Sanu darling, the former 
with Anuradha Paudwal and the latter 
with Kavita K., both equally good 
musical food for the hungry Soul! 
‘“Ghash Khake’ by Sukhwindra Singh 
has got the stamp of the Chaiyya man! 

Wot elz’ do we say...! ‘Barse Kyon 
Barsaat’ by Sanjivini & Narayan Parshuram is a clear & dear winner. 
Azmaye Ye Formule’ by Abhijeet & Shraddha Pandit forms the "masti - 
majaak" angle for the otherwise romantic film. Though the USP of the film 
still remains the surprise — surprise SANJAY DUTT — the crooner of Ae 
Shivani’ alongwith Shraddha Pandit. Move over Aamir's Khandala as 
Sanjay Baba's ‘Ae Shivani’. At least a good attempt at it. To sum it up, 
KHOOBSURAT promises to be a real KHOOB winner from Kanyakumari to 
Surat! 


went ANTAN 
LAE LYRE NALA CHR, 


Record Rating: @®@ ®OO 
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She topped the charts in the early 90's, but then that's nothing 


new for this slim, long haired, gorgeous, attractive American. Now 
she is back with a new look, new music and a newstyle. 


Mariah Carey was born on March 27,1970 in the Long 
Island, New York. Her name comes from a Native American 
language and means ‘The wind’. She was named from the song, 
“They called the wind Mariah” from the musical,” Paint your 
wagon” She was the third and last child in the family. She was 
born to a black Venezuelan aeronautics engineer father, Roy Carey 
and white Irish American opera - singer mother, Patricia. Her 
other siblings were Alison and brother Morgan . Alison was the 
target of racial prejudice due to her dark skin, while Morgan had 
an epilepsy. Mariah was the only child who showed signs of a 
normal attitude to all. At the age of two, Mariah showed signs of a 
talent in singing. It so happened’ that when her mother was 
rehearsing Verdi's “Rigoletto”, she missed a cue. Mariah 
immediately filled in for her. Her mother realising her daughter's 
love for music started giving her lessons in music when she was 
four years old. With the initial training she was able to duplicate 
any sound she heard. 

Tragedy struck when Mariah was barely 3 years old. Her 
parents marriage was facing racial intolerance form people around 
them. This probably had some influence on their relationship. 
Three years later her parents separated. Mariah and Morgan 


% moved with their mother, while Alison went along with her father. 

’ Mariah and her mother never lived a lavish lifestyle, most of the 

; time their residence being a friends place. This scared Mariah to 
| the extent that she was always afraid that somebody would pull 


Yi the rug out under her. If this was not enough, the neighbours 
would not allow their children to play with Mariah as they had a 
spite on her being a ‘bad influence’. This made Mariah feel 
insecure as a child. 
Her only hope was her music that made her secure. Soon 
Mariah was left in the hands of her mother's sister who looked 
after her. By the age of 16, Mariah was influenced by the music of 
Aretha Franklin, Gladys Knight and Stevie Wonder. Her favourite 
song Was Bridge Over Troubled Water” by Aretha Franklin. School 
wasn’t too important to her and she showed interest in only 
things she liked. She had a flair for creative writing. While she was 
in high school she Was often late for classes, as she used to hang 
up in studios late into the night, which got her the nickname 
rage, from all her teachers. After finishing high school, college 
s the last thing on her mind. All she ever wanted was to be a 
ager and her music meant everything to her. She soon started 
lyrics. 
: At the time of her graduation she was introduced to Ben 
arguli ‘ies, who had some kind of a recording studio. With his help 
_she wrote many of her early songs. She left for the Big Apple on 
her own and worked as a waitress, a coat checker and even ina 
beauty salon, to make ends meet. Her nights were spent at the 
studio with Ben. She had a whole lotta lyrics which she refused to 
part with. Her ideology was that as she had written them and it 
would only be herself who would sing them. By the age of 18, she 
was backup singer for Brenda K. Starr. In 1988 Starr introduced 
Mariah to some people form CBS Records wherein she handed over 
a demo tape to Jerry Greenburg, chief of WTG Records. This demo 
somehow came into the hands of Tommy Mottola, president of 
Columbia Records. The songs on the demo were, “Someday”,” 
Prisoner” “All in your mind”and “Do you ever wonder”. The songs 
on the demo tape she had put together were soon liked by most 
who listened to them. 
With the company backing her every step of the way, the 
day for her debut effort wasn’t far off. Upon its release in mid 
1990, her self titled album had to wait in the wings until it 
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reached the pinnacle of the US charts. It was only in the 36 week that 
the album scaled the No.1 spot, while across the Atlantic the album 
caught listeners unawares and peaked at the highest chart position 
the UK No.6 spot. 

In the months that followed, she reeled off five consecutive 
US No.1 hits. The tracks on the album included the powerful ballad 
“Vision of Love” which stayed at the top of the charts for a good four 


It so happened that when her mother was 
rehearsing Verdi's “Rigoletto”, she missed 
acue. Mariah immediately filled in for her. 


weeks, followed by “Love takes Time”, and “Someday”. With her 
pulsating elastic vocals, she went on to give her best on “I Don't 
Wanna Cry” and lastly ‘Emotions’. All five attained similar chart 
success upon release as singles. The music industry was quick to 
notice the rising star, and commended her by bestowing citations 
upon her that were sent across from the Grammy committee, to the 
Rolling Stones magazine. Later that year at the 33 Annual Grammy 
Awards, she won the Grammy for the Best New Artiste and Best Pop 
Vocal Female and Best Single. She shared the limelight with the then 
emerging diva Sinead O'Connor, Genesis drummer Phil Collins, and 
other music stars. The year ended with Mariah _ participating in 
America's ABC TV programme, ” Entertainers' 92” that was a tribute to 
1990's 20 largest people in showbiz. 

But this exposure to fame brought in greed to people who 
had earlier reared Carey. Her step - father for one, claimed damages 


from her ir he had supported her emotionally and 
financially during the early years, with an unwritten understanding 
that she would compensate him once fame was on her side. On a more 
serious note, he cited Mariah as the one who played a role in the 
breakup of his marriage. Though the media played on the controversy, 
Mariah kept aloof, clearing all doubts that she was webbed into any 
problems 


Carey had other things to look out for. Her career for one, 
was uppermost on her mind and still lusting for chart success, her next 
single “Can't let go” climbed to No.2 on the US charts after which she 
bagged a few more trophies at the 1992 American Music Awards. Not 
quite content, the turning point, by her admission came while 
performing at an MTV Unplugged show in 1992. Recorded live 
at Kaufman Astoria Studios, New York on March 12 1992, 

Mariah admitted that this was the performance she had been 

waiting for. This incidentally was Mariah's first live 
performance. Quoting a remark from the album sleeve of the 

Mariah Carey “MTV Unplugged” LP, she says, “Performing live 

was a unique expenence for me. I felt extremely close to the 
audience, because it was such an intimate setting. We broke the 
arrangements down to their simplest forms by using only acoustic 
instruments on all the songs” From that performance came her next 
smash hit “I'll be there” a US no.2 which is a reworking of the Jackson 
Five's 1970 chart topper. She shared the limelight on this piece with 
backing vocalist Trey Lorenz whose tenor indulgence midway through 
the track stole the show. 


Mariah had a lot of support during her recording from Tommy 
Mottola and their friendship grew into something more. Finally 23 
year old Mariah and 42 year old Tommy Mottola were married on June 
5,1993, at Manhattan's St. Thomas Episcopal Church. This was a really 
big wedding attended by many famous friends; Billy Joel, Gloria 
Estefan, Robert De Niro and Bruce Springsteen, among others. 

The way was paved for her next album, “Music Box” that 
entered the British charts directly at No.1 taking a snatch over the 
others. This was her third album released in 1994 spawned a few hits 
singles like, “Dreamlover’ the beautiful masterpiece, “ Without You” 
and a lyrically tuneful balllad,” Hero”. She claimed pride of place 
beside other pop greats and proved she was no flash in the pan. 
Perhaps her soul stance is a direct fallout of her gospel upbringing. 
Besides collaborating with black singers like, Trey Lorenz, she also 
sang duets with Luther Vandross on the immensely popular, Lionel 
Richie and Diana Ross made famous song, “Endless Love” from the film 
of the same name.. 

This encouraged her to start touring. Mariah started a US 
tour over six cities. On the first show in Miami, Mariah was kind of 
nervous and the next day her performance was highly criticized. The 
audience though very supportive, had reviewers that made her upset. 
She performed later in Rosemount, Illinois, Los Angeles, Philadelphia 
and New York City. : 

In November 1994 she released a mixture of traditional 
Christmas carols alongwith a few originals. The album titled “Merry 
Christmas “produced two songs, “Miss you most at Christmas time” and 
“All I want for Christmas is you” that are still favourites around the 
holiday season. 


Her sixth album was released in 1995. “Daydream” an album 


slightly different from her original scores. The album produced only 
two hits, compared to the nine tracks on the album, though it did 
retain a commendable chart rating. Two noticeable tracks, the ever 
popular dream song, “Fantasy” had Wu Tang-rapper, Old Dirty Bastard 
and the sentimental, “Always be my Baby” (normal version) were the 
only bright spots on this album. The song that really stayed on the 
charts for a whole sixteen weeks was the Boyz II Men, e Sweet 
Day” that remained No.1 for 16 weeks. 

After the release of the album Mariah embarl n her 
second tour of her career with concert: Germany, Netherlands 
France and England. 

Around this time her marriage ed. Just before their 4 
wedding anniversary Mariah and Tommy announced their i 
This was on May 30th 1997.There were rumours about Tommy 
control her in terms of choosing her frien on her dre 
she would wear and where she would go....This just wasn ; 
type who was used to a fee life. As she needed the freedom she had to 
divorce him. This inevitably left Mariah heartbroken. The couple split 


up officially in March 1998. Their nine bedroom mansion 


LZ ADDEAZZ 


New York, fetched a record 20.5 million dollars when it was sold soon 
after the couple's divorce. The buyer, was their neighbour Elson Peltz, 
Chief Executive of Triarc Co. which runs the Arby's Snapple and Royal 
Crown Cola companies, who needed a larger place for his wife and six 
children. 

After the breakup, Mariah's 
personal life became front page news. She 
was linked to, as she said in a section of the 

’... everybody from singer Puff Daddy 


Mottola were 
media ”. 
to business tycoon Donald Trump”. The 
otherwise cheerful, happy and cherubic, 
polished, high cheeked Mariah, not known for notoriety has taken the 
gossip in her stride. She is not complaining, she is the happy go - 
lucky girl as of the past. 

At 29, critics may label her as a squeaky clean person with 
super - refined vocals that are appealing in their own way. Though she 
is not in the league of Madonna, or even the Spice Girls, her music still 
sells hotly. 

Her fifth album,“Butterfly” released on September 16th 
1997, showed her in a different light. Her new 
found sexy controversial image in the sequinned 
black swimsuit she sports in the “Honey” video is 
shocking to say the least. Reinventing herself, 
her video has her doing some daredevil stunts. 
Diving out of the window and then water 
scooting her way to freedom to a waiting hunk. 
All the stunts are reportedly done by Mariah 
herself. Though the music on this album is 
entirely different from the real music she once 
did, it is no doubt a refined sound, with groovier 
lyrics and some rap included for good measure. 
She worked with many artists like Sean Puffy 
Combs, Missy Elliot. The album has about 12 
songs with half of them being ballads and the 
others in R&B and hip hop style. The album 
notched five singles, “Honey”, “Butterfly”, 
“Breakdown”, “The Roof” and “My All’. The - 
album didn’t get good reviews as some disliked 
the new Mariah style, but for Mariah this was one 
of her favourite albums where she was free to do 
what she wanted. She could express her feelings 
without anyone controlling her 

After the release of “Butterfly” she again went touring to 
Japan, Australia and Hawaii. But for the girl who years back gave us 
hits like, “Make it Happen”, “Everything Fades Away” and “If Its Over’ 
she has still kept the sentimentalists feeling intact, easily seen in a 
charity show in New York in 1998. Aptly titled, “Divas Live” it was 
organised for the VH 1 fund raiser to put across the message of “Save 
the Music”. It generated funds for the children who did not have a 
chance to learn music due to lack of resources. Mariah was amongst 
five performers that included, Aretha Franklin, Shania Twain, Celine 
Dion and Glona 
Estefan. 


Mariah : ° A 
Wrvawerras Pavarotti, for a concert called, “Pavarotti And Friends 
Fem jas be 


Soul/Rhythm and 
Blues Artist on American Music Awards 1998 proving that she's still 
the best. In May that year she also bagged the Award for the Best 
Selling Recording Artist of the 90's.This was another worldwide 
recognition for her great talent. Later she was brought together with 
Whitney Houston to sing the title song for the animated movie,” The 
Prince of Egypt”.This finally proved that Mariah and Whitney were no rivals 
and in fact had established a good friendship and made a beautiful 
performance for this song titled” When you believe’. 


ee ee ee 


Manhattan's St. Thomas Episcopal Church. 


'99” that was hosted for the Kosovo refugees. 


ESATA NA ASN REANIM 
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Towards the end of 1998, Mariah decided to give a treat to 
her loyal fans all over the world when she released her sixth album 
titled,” No.1's”.As the name suggests the album is full of chart- 
busting songs made famous on other albums released throughout her 

career. The 


Finally 23 year old Mariah and 42 year old Tommy—euiceeiaics 
married on June 5,1993, 


the '‘best' of 
at Mariah, and is a 
collection of her 
13 number one 
US hits with a few bonus songs. The hit include, “Dreamlover”, 
“Emotions” and “One Sweet Day” among others. But those in search of 
freshly recorded - material need not despair. This album is worth 
collecting for the four bonus tracks topped by the seductively velvety 
“Whenever you call” by Brian Mcknight, and “Sweetheart” that is a 
collaboration with producer and rapper Jermaine Dupri (JD).If you 
didn’t know, Mariah has been blessed with a stunning seven - octave 
voice which she puts through on all her soul stirring songs that leaves 
you breathtakingly stunned. Released in time for the New Year, it was 
the perfect present from Mariah to her fans. 

But Mariah is making news once again. 
“Heartbreaker” a new single from her latest 
album, “Rainbow” is making waves. The single 
form the album is her 14 No.1 single on the 
Billboard Hot 100. With the single entering the 
top slot of the charts, Mariah has over 59 weeks at 
No.1, tying with the Beatles for most weeks at the 
spot during the 41 year history of the Hot 100. 
According to Sony Music, Mariah has had more 
No.1 singles than any female artiste, surpassing 
the Diana Ross fronted Supremes (12) and 
Madonna (11). In the months to come lets see 
how many records the “Rainbow “ album manages 
to shatter. Looks like splitting with Tony Mottola 
| has not killed her career. Way to go Mariah ! 

Besides being the best singer in the 
world, Mariah is surely the girl with 'a golden 
heart’. Fame has not changed her and she is still 
kind and sincere. This can be widely seen as 
charity is a hallmark of Mariah Carey. A portion of 
the proceeds of her recordings was donated by Mariah and Columbia 
Records to charities like the American Foundation for AIDS Research, 
United Negro College Fund, TJ Martell Foundation and Hale House 
Centre, Inc. all US based organisations. The home videos, “The First 
Vision” and “MTV Unplugged” hit the stands after the album. 

Pop goes the opera . Well that's what exactly happened in 

June this year, when Mariah Carey decided to go to the opera, when 
she sang alongwith Italian tenor, Luciano Pavarotti, for a concert 
called, “Pavarotti And Frends '99” ,that was hosted for the Kosovo 
refugees. The concert also saw the likes of 


This year she sang along with Italian tenor, Luciano —EQV2 GRC me 


performing in unison with one another. 
Mariah's permed look has almost 
disappeared, a more mature Carey has 
arrived complete with groovy lyrics, her 
looks decidedly sexier, her eyes full of youthfulness and naughtiness, 
all in a changed wrapping. With six albums on the shelf, Mariah Carey 
is sure to remain around for a long time to come. You can take it from 
me buddies, Carey can croon. And well, she's great at it. 
By: Verus Ferreira 
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year-old singer the 
moment your eyes fall on him. Everything about him is so arresting 
and pleasing that you cannot but like him. Then you are all the 
more impressed when you start your conversation with this 


There is an instant liking for this 


passionate person. Before you come out with any sort of 
conclusions, lemme tell you that all these praises are for the young 
and aspiring singer Abbey who has stormed the musical arena with 
his latest album ‘Josh’. 


In case the bell of recognition has not yet rung, 
remember the songs of ‘Jalwa' which had become such a rage just a 
year back. Abbey's the one who has sung two of the songs from 
that album and now has plunged deeper into the market with the 
songs of ‘Josh’. This album has four songs by Abbey and hello, he 
has done a good job. He has such a fierce animal passion in his 
voice that even the most ordinary 
songs can be made not just worth 
listening but much more than that. 


This is said not to please 
anyone or just because I have to 
praise him. This is said about him 
because he is worth all these 
praises. Just for a change from the 
clutter of so many so called pop 
singers who have mushroomed, 
Abbey, in case this is not already 
known, has a strong classical base. 
Trained by his mother who herself is 
a classical singer, Abbey would like 
to go with the trend for a while. He 
says, ‘there is a very limited scope in 
classical music and so right now I 
would like to continue with what I 
am doing right now. This is where the 
money is and moreover, there is time 
in life for everything. Later on I will 
definitely think of going for 
classical’. Wise words, what say? 


In ‘Josh’, all the songs by 
Abbey are being appreciated by the 
listeners. One song ‘Aye Sanam' has 
been made into a fine video where 


Abbey can be seen doing all types of Ae with his face. For this 
he says, ‘all this was Jayant's (Pathak) thing. A lot of attitude was 
required for this which I feel have been done quite well by me. It was 
a planned video’. Those who have not already seen this funky video 
better watch it now before it becomes too late. 


You are tempted to ask Abbey how he got in touch with 
Jayanta Pathak who became so famous with his ‘Jalwa' thing. As 
for a man who has a lot of ad jingles and background scores for TV 
serials, Jayanta has experimented a lot in ‘Josh’. He has used little 
bit of lambada, salsa, limbo and flamenco in their right 
proportion. The outcome, well, is it required for me to say about 
the outcome? But before our minds get diverted from Abbey to 
Jayanta, lets get back to our business with Abbey. 


So we were gia: Abbey how he was spotted by Jayanta. 
=j He says, for an album of mine, I was 
ia recording in a studio where even Jayanta was 
_ recording for Jalwa'. He was looking for some 
new voice who could suit the songs and that's 
how we met’. So impressed was Jayanta by 
Abbey that he offered him two songs in 
‘Jalwa' and can anyone say he made a bad 
decision? Looking at .the jalwa of this 
_ joshila singer this shouldn't be said. 


Before he could reap out this success, 
Abbey as a struggler, tried to fulfill his 
passion by singing in pubs and hotels, and 
did many stage shows and concerts as a 
band. There were many bands and through 
them he could muster substantial amount of 
recognition as a singer. With his bands, he 
has toured to each and every place of India 
but most of the times the bands were 
nameless. He sung a lot of blues and he 
says, ‘I never said no to any band. This is one 
of the reasons why I was with so many of 
them and grown up with the audiences. Now 
I have no stage fright as such and singing in 
pubs and hotels was quite painful 
experience’. 


Relating his experiences, Abbey says, 
one is bound to feel like one of the waiters 
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while singing in such places. He thanks his stars that he has been 
able to get out of this situation before he could be driven crazy by 
the circumstances. Well, he is not just a singer. He has a solid 
knowledge of sound pba which always comes handy to him. 
He feels every 
composer should 
know something 
about sound 
recording as 
everything in music 
has gone digital. This 
knowledge helps him 
in understanding the 
music in a better way 
and sing in a much 
more sophisticated 
and professional way. 


Abbey has done a lot 
of jingles, corporate 
films, re-mixes before 
he could climb the 
ladder of success. He 
has worked with 
tho fo ugh 
professionals like 
Anand Raj Anand, 
SY 


Sukhwinder Singh, Lalit Singh, Raju Singh, Leslie Lewis, Santosh 
Nair and of course Jayanta Pathak. But as far as his personal taste 
in music is concerned, he can listen to typical Hindi and Marathi 
which can be heard during Ganpati and Navratri celebrations to 
something like jazz rock and heavy metal. He has no qualms about 
his music. 


He swears by the name of Sting but also likes to listen to 
oldies like Kishore Kumar and Shaan from the present generation. 
He has a lot of friends and a huge friend circle. But where does this 
friendly singer likes to hang out? The moment you ask him this, he 
gives you a ear to ear grin and says, ‘Gora’. If I am not at home, you 
will find me in Gorai. I love sea and so most of my waking hours goes 
on beaches. I also love traveling and cooking’. Wow, so lucky would 
that girl be who gets Abbey! No tensions of cooking and taking 
advantage of this situation, I ask him if there are any chances of 
making anyone lucky. 


The obvious blush on his cheeks says everything and I do 
not pursuit the subject any further. This product of St. Andrews 
College, Bandra will be out with another album of his by 
January/February of next year. I ask him about his future plans and 
he says dreamily, 'T want to do a lot of albums. I want to concentrate 
in playback singing for which I have already started getting offers. 
But I really don't know where fate will take me now that it has 
brought me here'. Again such wise words from someone who has 
yet to step into real life. Can we just not pray for this humble guy? 


By: Jubilee Mukherjee 
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First 20 correct entries would receive the above 
prizes from Milestone Ent., further 30 entrants would 
receive free copies of our forthcoming issue. Kindly 
also fill out our survey sheet adjoining this page. 
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N3AGYVS ADVAVS 


was twelve years old. Anthony was discovered by David Harris who. 
hired him to do background vocals on demos and commercials. He 
then began writing songs while still in school and a little later 
persuaded his good friend Safire to record one of his tunes. It went 
on to become a Top 40 hit. But it wasn’t until 1991, that the music 
industry started to take notice of him. His single ‘Ride On The ‘Contra La Corriente’ — 
Rhythm’ from the album ‘When The Night Is Over’ reached number1 that went straight in at : 
on the Billboard Charts. Two years later, his manager offeredhima number one on the 
chance to record his first salsa album — ‘Otra Nota’. The album was Billboard Latin charts. | 
a huge success and he got honoured with billboard’s Best New The album received | 
Artist Of The Year and the Ace Awards, to name a few. Acclaim _ critical acclaim, and even 
arrived so suddenly in Anthony's life, that he never knew what hit = ‘TIME’ magazine, voted it 
him. His second album — ‘Todo A Su Tiempo’ — was a even bigger __ one of their Ten Albums Of That Year. After leaving ‘The Capeman’ 
success and bagged him his first Grammy nomination. But Anthony —_ and broadway behind, he recorded the theme song to ‘The Mask of 
never forgot that he’s come up the hard way. He recalls that there Zorro’ with Australian diva ‘Tina Arena. The song was composed by 
was a time, that he had so little none other than James Horner — 
money — that even the clothes he "the man behind the Titanic score. 
performed in were borrowed. It Your heart will go on. The song did 
was all a lucky chance of pretty ok on the charts, but. it 
coincidences that got the man wasn’t until this year — that the 
where he is today. In the early man known as March Antho 
nineties, he was mostly a nobody arrived. First, he won nine 1999 
— just your average everyday Grammy Award and second — he’s 
singer: trying to earn a living, just released a brand new album 
singing anywhere he was — titled quite simply as — Marc 
appreciated. And now - no one Anthony. This is his first complete 
can even touch him. The English piece of work — and it 
legendary Paul Simon was also sounds good — infact better than 
one of the first few to realize the good — it is great! The first single 
potential Anthony had. He cast ‘I Need To Know’ is already 
the young man in his musical ‘The burning up the charts all over the 
Cape Man’, which made the critics place — especially on this side of 
sit up and do a double take. The the globe. And after one listen to 
record companies then took ‘You Sang To Me’ (included on The 
notice and began courting him. Runaway Bride Soundtrack) — I 
And after a long and weary battle, knew this guy was going to beat 
our hero over here came out on the pants off everybody — 
top. 
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including a so called Mr. Ricky Martin. So when Marc Anthony 
does hit number one, I want to be first, who told so. I went 
undercover and here’s the exclusive I got with the big man 
himself — 

Fali: So what have you been upto lately with all this 
attention? 

Marc: Nothing much man. Just finished shooting for a new 
movie. It’s pretty cool... 

Fali: Yeah. I heard about that. It’s the new Martin Scorsese 
thriller, right? Was it tough — to doI mean... 

Marc: Well I’m a musician, so it wasn’t much of a stretch 
(chuckles). ; 

Fali: So it was pretty easy for you. You've got Nicholas Cage 
with you in this one. How tough could it have been..... 

Marc: But it wasn’t much of a picnic either man. They had this 
one scene where it was like 19 degrees and I had to run up the 
street in my underwear. Every scene was blood man. They 
were banging my face into cars, breaking car windows... 
getting beat up with baseball bats...kicked in..the 
face...Now I know what questions to ask before I go to do 
a film (laughs) 

Fali: Hey man... It's a Martin Scorsese film. What else 
could we expect. Getting back to you musically — 
What's the new album about? 

Marc: I'm trying to paint pictures with my words. I hate 
trying to explain the music... You know putting a label on 
things. You either feel it or you don't... 

Fali: So how come the switch suddenly from Salsa to 
the English language? Was it easy to sing for you? 
Marc: Singing came to me easily. Once I knew the 
physical aspect of it, the only thing I had to concentrate 
on was my performance... and that's what it's all about — 
not just to sing but to perform. I want to do both — 
English and Salsa recordings indefinately... salsais always jm 
going to there... it's where I'm safe, where I'm home... 

Fali: Your music's been categorised as the Latin sound 
just like Ricky Martin and Jeffifer Lopez. How do you 
feel about that? 

Marc: The music being represented in Ricky and Jennifer's 
album and even my English album — _ is not latin 
music...yeah there are Latin Influences, but it Isn't 
representative of what Latin Musicis... 

Fali: Is it true that you and Jennifer Lopez are real 
good friends? 

Marc: ... Jennifer is my buddy — She's my home girl! I 
met her when I was doing the Capeman, Paul Simon's 
play... and after we got talking fora while — I found out 
that she'd gone to sixteen of my concerts and I'd never got to 
meet her... 

Fali: So personally.... are you the suave crooner you make 
yourself out to be? 

Marc: What you see is what you get (sighs). My God, I don't 
have the time, nor the energy to live upto some persona... I 
understand what it is to be vulnerable, and I understand what it 
is to be strong. So anyone who bashes ‘sentimental’ is missing 
lives 


Fali: But what about the macho image that most of the 
other guys portray? 

Marc: I've seen the toughest guys in the world cry. That macho 
thing is an old folktale. I'm not afraid of it at all... (laughs) 

Fali: Hmm... Whats the funniest thing that ever happened 
to you? 

Marc: The funniest thing?... (laughs) well... When I found out 
I was nominated for a Grammy. I called my mother. I was 
ecstatic, and she was like, " I'm So Happy for you. I told you, 
you could do it. I'm so proud!... and then» — "What's a 
Grammy?"... she asked (laughs again)!! 

Fali: One last question. So what do’'you'see as the next 'big 
thing’ in music? : 

Marc: ...I tell you music-is-gonna change every 10 years or so, 
...it's called-evolution. Get with it!,There's noypure form of any 
kind of music-anymore... peace my man. 


Thats it then. Marc Anthony seems to be sure of one 
thing — he knows what he wants, and there’s no stopping him 
now. The albums called the same, and it's got some smart work 


done on it. And if 'You Sang To Me' — his next single — 
doesn’t go straight to number one — I'll eat my pencil! His 
voice is good, alternating between lovelorn agony and 
suggestive witness. I think that should explain it all to you. I'm 
outta here. 

By: Fali R. Singara 
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She’s coming up the hard way, a La 
from being once a support act for the 
pop band steps — Lolly has now come 
into her own. With already two top ten hits all across the globe — with 
‘Mickey’ and ‘Viva La Radio’, it looks like there'll be many more to follow. 

It her very first album, and though most of the lyrics are easier 
than a little child’s nursery rhyme — they're fun, peppy and the music is 
very very likeable! Lolly got her name from a bunch of lollipops — which 
are her favourite munchies. Or so I was told. The big thing was, that she 
came down to this part of the country — and our man over here (thats me 
ofcourse) decided to get in on the act. I gotta thank the guys at Polygram 
for this one. They're really cool people. Here the exclusive I got — one on 
one with the woman who calls herself Lolly! 


Fali: This is supposed to be your first time in India. How does it feel so 
far? 

Lolly: Well actually..... (Laughs) I’m half Indian..... but not many people 
know that. So I have family here and I’ve been here before... 
Fali: So you're comfortable being here? 

Lolly: ..... I do like India..... It’s like coming back to my roots.... 
just sitting here and talking to you..... 

Fali: What was your childhood like? 

Lolly: It was wonderful. I really had a great childhood and I still am... 
(laughs)..... having fun. 


it’s great 


Fali: Can I ask you a question? Who came up with the name ‘Lolly’?’ 


Any story behind it. 

Lolly: I did! There’s a amazing story behind it..... Should I tell you? Do 
you really want to know?..... OK, I was snorkling in Barbados.... and you 
know how you usually find a message in a bottle..... well, I was standing 
there on the beach, I saw a bottle lying over there — and it had a lolly in 
it! I said no way.... It was like a sign.... So cool..... So I said I’ve got to be 
called Lolly..... and that’s how I got the name. 


: So what's your real name? Come on you can tell me. I swear I 
won't tell anyone. 

Lolly: It’s a secret (she grins)..... I’m not allowed to tell you.... it’s 
classified information...... 

Fali: Your first name atleast? Come baby, you can give it to me? 
Lolly: No! 

Fali: No? Ok, I give up. Now ‘Mickey’ was a big hit for Toni Basil, in 
the early eighties. So how come you decided to revive it? 

Lolly: Because when I was a little girl, my mom used to play it to 
me.... and I loved it so much..... it was just wonderful, such a cool 
track.... and bury me, I thought ‘Loly You Have To Do It Your Way‘... 
Fali: So do you like performing? 


Lolly: ...... I love performing. I've been performing since I was about 
five years old..... it’s in my blood... it’s what I do best..... 
Fali: Hmm.... honestly tell me..... what kind of audience do you 


think, your music appeals to? 

Lolly: WellL..... tennagers. And In England, it’s lot more diverse and 
I’ve got people from five to twenty five, who listen to me. But over 
here.... it’s like they're older.... in their late twenties... 


E.R 
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Fali: I heard the album. And it’s pretty good. The track ‘Dance In The 
Rain’ is my favourite. Anything behind that in particular? 

Lolly: .... Hey, it’s one of my favourites actually. Not a lot of people say 
that one... but.... yeah.... I like that song.... I really like that song. 
Because I like dancing in the rain. 

Fali: So generally are you a happy person? 

Lolly: Well... generally I am a happy person.... but I am human, 
sometimes grumpy.... grumpy in the mornings.... because I have to get 
up! (laughs) yeah..... But I’m a happy person most of the time...... 

Fali: You're relatively new to this business. And bad experiences... 
Lolly: No..... not really. Hey, if I did have any.... I wouldn’t tell you now 
would I? 

Fali: So howz the response back home. Are your parents cool with 
this? 

Lolly: My parents are fantastic... you know. They're kind of people.... you 
know if I wanted to give this all up..... get a normal job, nine to five job, 
they'd be there for whatever I want to do. They're just lovely parents. I 
have a wonderful family. 

Fali: Last question. Any regrets in life? Wish you’d done this or 
that.... you know — whatever? 

Lolly: Only that I didn’t do this sooner. I love it! 


That’s Lolly for you. Stick ground to see where she'll be going 
from here now. The CD’s called ‘My First Album’ and it’s out now. Tell me 
what you think about it. The nexttimewe meet. 

By: Fali R. Singara 
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Its celebration time again. Chill out and relax - forget 
about your busy scheaule and take a Dreak Dont you 
think you deserve it. Get yourself a couple of alburms and 
dance the night away. So here's how to do it. 
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Send in your entries to ‘The Record Music Magazine’, 36 Ideal Industrial Estate 
Lower Parel, Mumbai 400 013. Fax: 492 5916. Email: therecord@hotmail.com 


Your Name: Age: 


Address: 


City: State: 


Phone (With Area Code): Email: 


S AND A VIOLIN 
DIFFERENT STORY 


TR: To start with, tell us about the title of your group, I mean... very accomplished classical base. So, in our house, music was 


how and why the name — 3 Brothers &A Violin? 


given comparatively an equal preference as to academics. So, 


_ TB: We had a thousand choices for the title, we thought about all we've grown up listening to music, in our home. We've had 4-5 


‘dl 


the names, but the thing was, either the names were too 
tacky or too complicated. So, finally, we decided to make a 


_ statement and we also found that the four people — 
participating in the album were 3 Brothers And A Violin. 


Hence, the name “3 Brothers & A Violin”. Initially, we 
went through umpteen names for days together like Indian 
sounding names and all those things. We also dabbled 
around the number 3 and made names like Trimurti, 
Tirangaa, even Trikone! But ultimately, we settled for the 
above name. 


TR: Tell us something about how did it all happened? 
Were you guys always into music? 


TB : We've been associated to music, ever since we can 
remember. We started learning very systematically Carnatic 
music, the violin and exercised our vocals since the age of 
three or four. Vishwanath, has been learning the 
mridangam and vocals since that time. My mother has a 
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“phandus” every week who used to teach us music. This had gone 
on for about 10-12 years. Even my elder sister, who's in US nowas a 
surgeon, is also an accomplished musician. Our first passion and 
foremost one was to make music together. We started performing 
in classical music in Sangli Unit in 1977. We've performed till date 
_in more than 2000 concerts all over the world, as a team. Music, for 
us, by the grace of God, comes naturally to us! 


_ TR: Could you elaborate on your school and college years..... 


TB: We've been born and brought up in Chembur, Bombay. All 3 of 
_ us went to the same school. Even in school, all of us were 
_ “musically inclined”. Tf we ever came on TV, our school used to be 
proud of us, cos coming on TV for about half an hour was 
ig thing those Ne Sriram the middle brother i is 


for you guys..... 


it bites everybody. We are not 
tus too, especially Narayan. He 
Sanjay Chhel’s “Khoobsurat”, and 
is; ads and jingles. 


“TR: When did you guys realise to cut an album? 


TB: About a year and a half back approximately, we’d thought to 
get together as a group, cos all of us were very much aware of the 
fact that our influences in music are quite varied. Though our 


savarlya 
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training is mainly in Carnatic Music. But, 
right from childhood, we've been 
enjoying, listening to any and every kind 
of song. Be it Kishore Kumar, Mohd. Rafi, 
Mukesh, Paul McCartney, Mehdi Hasan, 
Sting, Beatles. And being in Bombay, we 
were exposed to an atmosphere of the 
broad musical variety. Pop is one area, 
where you can fuse all the genres 
together. Though we were involved in so 
many other things, we decided to do 
something in pop. So that’s when we 
thought of this album. We were very clear 
about the type of album we wanted to 
make —purely on vocals, not on grooves 


etc.... basically, a typical “singing 
album”. 

TR: Was it easy — to get backed by a 
music company? 


TB: Not particularly tough. TOUCH WOOD! 
Actually, we did all the work by ourselves. 
We had an end-product in our hands. One 
of the important thing was that our kinda’ 
music was probably very clear in our 
heads. It was almost complete win for us. 


k A VIOLIN 
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We quite consciously were pretty confident about our stuff. 
Originally, the album was supposed to be ready in 3% months, 
however, the final product got through only after one and a half 
years. But the “freedom” factor is very important, as far as the 
music company goes? Even the risk factor involved as far as the 
company goes is very, very high. If you see Magnasound’s office, 
they get 300 cassettes per day (!!!) from wannabe ‘singers and 
artistes and A.R. Rehman gets about 400 cassettes PER DAY! My 
wife’s album “Chennai Girl” was done by Magnasound. Through 
her association with the company, Shashigopal, MD of 
Magnasound, on the first listen of our album, decided to go for the 
final take. By the grace of God, we did not go out of our way to sell 
our album. And Magnasound does believe in path-breaking stuff, a 
la Alisha, Daler Mehndi and now, it us! And we surely know, that to 
be the best pop artiste, we had to have that edge over the 
others!!! 


TR: So, what's the whole album about? 


TB: For us, the whole album is the realisation of our dreams. To 
start with, it has 8 tracks, all revolving round the violin, cos the 
violin forms the irreplaceable and inseparable part of the album. 
The lyrics have been written by Sriram’s wife, Radha and Nusrat 
Badi, our Long time friend. . 


TR: How was the “Pankaj Parashar” experience? 


TB: He liked all the songs of the album. It was basically the 
company’s choice of the video. And talkin’ about Pankaj. I think so 
that he’s a musician by himself. So, he interpreted the music in his 
terms and because of his experience in graphics, ad films, etc..., 
there’s too much excitement that comes attached with the video. 
Though, the video has no story line like somebody coming in a jeep 
and rescuing somebody. Totally, its a visual delight, when Pankaj 
met us for the first time, he knew that all three of us were of the 
typical happy-go-lucky type of guys. So, he 
brought in 2 or 3 dolphins in the video. We 
interpreted it as saying “we were probably 
dolphins in our previous birth”. So, that’s 
the logic behind the dolphins. The video 
talks about the past life. And Pankaj has 
definitely done an excellent job of the 
video. 


TR: Your inspiration and your favourites! 


TB : We listen to a lot of film music and we 
drool over Pt. Madan Mohan, Mohd. Rafi, 
/ even Viju shah. Among pop, we like to 
listen to western artistes like Aerosmith, 
| Sting (for his style). We also like Luciano 
Pavarotti, S.P. Balasubramanian, Boyzone 
(for their charm), Boys II Men, A.R. 
| Rehmaan, Backstreet Boys, Savage Garden 
etc... 


TR: Message to our readers... 


TB: “Keep listening to music, cos it provides 
the greatest joy on the Earth.” 


By: Shyamal Bhojani / Satish Sundaresan 
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Dollywood 
: HunQama 


Satish Sundaresan 


You loved her MAST MAST well... not the Urmila 
starrer, but.... I am talkin’ about the original 
MAST. (Remember ‘Tu Cheez 
Badi Hai Mast Mast’....) 
Well.... I am talkin’ about 
Ravs.... apunka Raveena 
Tandon. Well, the newz’ is 
that Ravs is engaged 
(finally!) to an NRI (Non 
Required India?) from the | 
States. Also the rumors @ 
have not spared the ‘ek do 
teen’ lady Madhuri Dixit, 
who’s apparently all set to 
marry an NRI too. Well can 
we hear the saying “for 
whom the bells toll...” 
Aarey! Who's singing in 
the background “Baarane 
Desa.” 


oe 
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The new millennium seems to have a host of 
releases. Prominent among them are “Kaho Naa... Pyaar 
Hai”, “Refugee”, and also Sohail Khan’s “ARYAN”. Now, the 
newz’ is that it had originally starring Abhishek Bachhan 
(the next millenium’s star-in-waiting?) Well, the STOP PRESS 
newz’ is that the Bachchan junior saw the flop of Sohail 
Khan’s “HELLO BROTHER”. And now, since the junior Aby 
baby is extremely cautious and conscious about his career 
moves. He is supposed to have opted out of the movie 
“Aryan”. Wot’ remains to be seen is that if all these rumours 
are true, then Abhishek’s loss is whose gain? (or whose 
pain???) ; 


The discovery of this month is the OH-SO-HOT-HOT- 
HOT-bodied Hrithik Roshan. Yesss! the same light-eyed stud 
who's become the apple (not Adam’s apple, you dumbo!).... 
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apple of the eye of all the gals in town. For starters, Hrithik 
is the darling son of Rakesh Roshan. Yesteryear’s heart- 
throb. Well, the cool newz’ is that Hrithik is making hearts go 
flutter with his debut vehicle “‘Kaho Naa... Pyaar Hai” 
opposite the JAI soap’s model babe Amisha Patel. Judging 
by the way the film’s promos Hrithik is gonna’ be the coolest 
guy with the hottest looks (or is it the other way round?) of 
the next millenium! 


HOTTEST PAIR OF THE MONTH 


Undoubtedly, Hrithik Roshan and Amisha Patel, the 
lead pair in the movie “Kaho Naa... Pyar Hai: directed by 
Hrithik Roshan’s papa Rakesh Roshan. Insiders swear by the 
acting chemistry between the two debutantes. They feel, 
“Kaho Naa... Pyar Hai” is the best thing happened to them 
for their debut and that they couldn’t have asked for a much 
better debut vehicle. The promos of the movie have already 
started sending electric waves across the viewer's hearts. 
Definitely a film and a pair to watch out for!!! DEKHTE 
RAHO... THEY COULD CHANGE THE CENTURY! Wot’ say Pep C 
guys??? 


Mhare Hiwda Mein Nache More; 
Thak Thaiyaa Thaiyya, 
Bhavaren Ne Machaaya Shor 
Khili dil Ki Kaliyaan, 
Badla Mausam, Badley Nazarey, 
Ya Badla Hai Nazariyaa... 
Maro Hiwadey Main.... Maro Hiwadey.... 


Well, by now, you must've heard these lines, a 
million times on radio and TV. These lines are from the 
album... need we say?.... still... “Hum Saath Saath Hai”. 


Mis. Behe ie aia Sri Baby, disco ere de: 
is it de-signer) in herself when people started 
complimenting her on daughter Jhanavi’s fab wardrobe. 
However, now that Sonali and Aishwarya Rai are the leading 
ladies in the movie, which is being directed by Boney 
Kapoor, it remains yet to be seen that whether Sri Baby can 
rub some of her “Hawa Hawaii” magic on them, and also, 
whether Ash is able to re-create her TALL.... Yeeeks.... TAAL 
magic, and Sonali her post-SARFOROSHI jadoo!!! All the best 
to Sridevi for her maiden venture in designing clothes. Does 
that mean exit SRI - the actress and welcome DEVI - the 
designer? 


STEP OF THE MONTH 


AIM: To prove the STEP OF THE MONTH 
APPARATUS: mm : 
Puppets that- 
resemble a ghoda 
(or maybe, a 
ghodee), a dulha, a 
dulhan, powdered 
snow or ice (or 
maybe, pure and 
while cotton), 
umbrella etc.... 
PROCEDURE: Take all 
the puppets as 
explained now. 
Place the dulha and 
dulhan on the ghoda and place the umbrella covering them 
(both of them) and barsaofy the white cotton as though 
snow is falling and move the dulha and dulhan up and down 
on the ghoda! Not to forget, the background score of. 
Phalguni Phatak’s ‘Maine Payal Hai Chhankai«... 

RESULT: The result will be sheer magic! Need we say anything 
more? 


JOKE OF THE MONTH 


Question: If Sunny Deol was asked to model for some 
vanaspati ghee, what would it be called? 
Answer: Simple.... DILLA-GHEE!!! 


Yesss! We are talking about 
Sooraj Barjatya, the same 
guy who gave us non stop | 
hits like “Maine Pyar “= 
Kiya”, and “Hum Aapke 
Hain Kaun...” Well, now NITED - 

that everybody knows that = ro saww te es Tadeo KUMAR BARIATYA 
he’s ready with the third —e 

magnum offering “Hum 

Saath Saath Hain”. Starring not one or two, but 47 mega stars. 
One common thing about the Rajshri release is its sweet ’n’ 
melodious music. And when it comes to “Hum Saath.....” its no 


different. 


The album’s got 7 bound-to-be-hit tracks, 
starting with the by-now-famous ‘Mhare Hiwada’ 
sung by a host of singers... a song par excellence. 
This is quickly followed by the “papa-mummy” ka 
nursery rhyme.... ‘ABCDEFGHI..... I tove you’ sung 
again by a host of singers — a tuneful song set to 
equally catchy music. ‘Yeh To Sach’ by Hariharan and 
company has shades of ‘Ae Maalik Tere Bandey Hum’ 
— a tailor-made song for all the bhagwan ke bhakhts. 
| ‘Chhote Chhote’ and ‘’Sunoji Dulhan’ form the 

remaining angle of the album — both have shades 
(not hangovers) of MPK and HAHK. ‘Maiya Yashoda’ 
by the trio Alka, Kavita and Anuradha Paudwal excels 
= inits lyrics and music simultaneously. Lastly, the title 

track is a refreshing change in today’s world of latkas 
and jhatkas, a signature tune of every household! Overall, hum is 
film ke music KE SAATH SAATH HAIN!!! 


Record Rating: @®@@@O 


ollywood 
Hun@am:z 
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1999 has been a busy year for 98°. They had two album 
releases, a massive tour, an appearance on the Notting Hill 
soundtrack as well as getting nominated for the annual Billboard 
Music Awards, Phew!! Drew took some time out of his busy 
schedule to introduce himself and the band to the Indian sub 
continent and if we are lucky we may even see the band on Indian 
shores before the millennium. Are you hungry for more, then read 
Oles 

For the harmony-driven Ohio foursome 98°, it's not hard 
to get noticed. In the past year, since the release of their debut 
single Invisible Man, they have wooed audiences worldwide. After 
all, for the past year, brothers Nick and Drew Lachey, Justin Jeffre 
and Jeff Timmons have-been busy wooing crowds worldwide due to 
the success of their self-titled debut album. Their third album, 
98°... This Christmas was released on October 19 and their latest 
single "This Gift" hit radio and TV airwaves in late October. Mariah 
Carey, 98°, and Joe all lent their vocals to the track, "Thank God I 
Found You" which can be found in Mariah's new album "Rainbow". 

98° and Rising, their second album, ensured them a 
place in Motown history as they collaborated with the biggest 
record producers including The Trackmasters (Mariah Carey, Will 
Smith,), Pras, Keith Thomas (Vanessa Williams), Anders Bagge 
(Ace of Base) which contributed to the hip-hop influenced R&B 
and pop to Euro dance that we see on the album. "It was an 
enlightening experience making this album. Working with such an 
eclectic group of producers opened us up musically," Drew says. 

The first song they recorded for 98° and Rising was "True 
To Your Heart," a duet with Stevie 
Wonder. Being fans of Stevie the boys 
jumped at the chance to work with the 
legend. "When they sent the tape to us 
at home, I was almost in tears listening 
to it." recalls Nick. "It was an awesome 
feeling to hear your voice with Stevie 
Wonder exchanging riffs and singing 
harmony parts together. It was 
completely unreal." 

Even though their debut had 
some of their song writing and 
producing efforts (remember Invisible 
Man), they turned up the heat on their 
follow-up "We had more of a hands-on 
approach," Jeff explains. "We've had so 
much influence and control from the 
very beginning," adds Justin about 
their involvement during the marathon 
recording process, which took place 
during a two-and-a-half month period 
in locales including New York, Nashville, 
Los Angeles and Vancouver. "It's got a 
lot more diversity and the songs are ona 
whole other level. There's something for 
everybody." 

After Stevie Wonder came Pras with whom they co-wrote 
and co-produced "Fly With Me." Which includes a sample of Abba's 
"Dancing Queen." Drew and Justin got a chance to sing lead on 
98° collaboration with The Trackmasters, the party jam "Do You 
Wanna Dance" (featuring a dance floor-ready sample from Kool & 
the Gang's "Get Down On It"). For those who are lovers of romantic 
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Wills' country hit of the same name, are two of the album's most 
tender tunes. Along the same lines is "Still," an acoustic guitar- 
accented homage to true love co-written and co-produced by 98° 
and Sean Hosein & Dane Deviller, the team who did "Invisible 


. Man." A special highlight for the guys is a cappella performance of 


the Michael Jackson classic "She's Out Of My Life." "That's how we 


started singing, so that's definitely a sound that we're very 
comfortable with," says Drew. "I get goose bumps every time I hear 
it - the harmonies on it are amazing." 

How did things come together? Several years ago 
Jeff moved from Ohio to Los Angeles to pursue a singing career. He 
formed a vocal group and one of the members suggested Nick and 
then Justin from the Cincinnati School for Creative and Performing 


Arts and so Nick jumped on the music bandwagon and headed 
west. Drew was working as an emergency medical technician in 
Brooklyn. In between doing everything from landscaping to 
working as nightclub security guards, the guys honed their singing 
craft in talent shows and auditions. Their big break came 
backstage at a Boyz II Men show when they met manager Paris 
D'Jon, co-manager of Montell Jordan. After a local radio station 
asked the enthusiastic group to perform on the air, Paris started 
talking to them and realized how serious they were about 
becoming professional vocalists. Ultimately they signed up 
Motown. With 98° and Rising, 98° have entered the next stage of 
their flourishing career. 
Drew: I was working as an EMT in New York City and when 
Nick mentioned the group, I packed my bags and Nick and I drove 
to California teaching me my parts from a tape recording the group 
had made. We arrived just in time to prepare for a performance at 
the House of Blues with Montell Jordan. Less than six months 
later, 98° signed with Motown 


7 eee Records. 


name: Jeffrey Brandon Timmons 
vocal part: First tenor nickname: 
Sugar birthday: April 30th, 1973 
sign: Taurus birthplace: Canton, 
Ohio height: 5'8" weight: 160 lbs 
hair: Brown eyes: Blue parents: 
Patricia and James Timmons 
siblings: Brother Mike, sister Tina 
faves performers: Boyz II Men 
song: “It's So Hard To Say 
Goodbye To Yesterday" by Boyz II 
Men foods: Seafood and steak 
colors: Orange, Blue sport: 


name: Andrew John Lachey vocal 
part: Baritone nickname: Sprout 
birthday: August 8th, 1976 sign: 
Leo birthplace: Cincinnati, Ohio 
height: 5' 6" weight: 148 lbs 
hair: Brown eyes: Hazel parents: 
Cate Fopma-Leimbach and John 
Lachey siblings: Brother Nick, 
step-sister Josie, half-brother 
Issac, adopted brother Zac, 
adopted sister Kaitlin Faves 
performers: Marvin Gaye, Prince, 
Take 6 song: "Purple Rain" by 
Prince foods: Pizza, donuts, any 
and all junk food drink: Orange 
juice color: Navy blue sports: 
Water skiing and snowboarding 
clothing line: Tommy Hilfiger 
actors: Mel Gibson, Harrison Ford 
actress: Rene Russo movie: 
Braveheart vacation spots: A 
little cabin in the mountains or 
anywhere far from cars and noise 
Fave quotes "Never never call me 
Andy - it's a complete no-no. No 
one's ever called me that and no 
one ever will." "We formed on our 
own, have fans from age four to 
fifty-four, perform and sing live at 
our shows. This boy band labeling 
doesn't sit well with us at all." 
"Our experiences together as a 
group have definitely been 
unique and it's made us closer. 
The way we live our lives is based 
on us as a group - we're a group 
first and individuals second." "Of 
course everybody wants to be 


Football team: Dallas Cowboys 
clothing line: Phat Farm actor: 
Robert DeNiro actress: Salma 
Hayek movie: The Shawshank 
Rose 


Redemption flower: 
vacation spot: 
Panama City, FL 
quotes "I like a 
girl with a sense of 
humor who is 
relaxed and 
easygoing." "We're 
all very grounded 
guys, we all have a 
{ s piritewa l 

background. We . 
have the proper 7 
perspective. We / 
know as easily as it 
comes, it can 
easily be taken 
away. You should 
enjoy it while you 
have it." "If you 
can feel what we 
feel when we're 


singing, then 
successful, but beyond that we sate a greatest 
want to be respected. That's my thing." 


goal." 


6 i bc ay 
height: 5' 10" weight: 180 lbs 


hair: Brown eyes: Blue parents: 
Cate Fopma Leimbach and John 


Lachey siblings: Brother Drew, 


step-sister Josie, half-brother 
Issac, adopted brother Zac, 
adopted sister Kaitlin faves 
performers: Boyz II Men, Sade, 
Jodeci, Brian McKnight, Take 6 


barbeque drink: Yoo Hoo color: 
Red sports: Football, basketball 
teams: Cincinnati Bengals, Reds 
clothing line: Phat Farm actor: 
Bruce Willis actress: Michelle 
Pfeiffer movie: Die Hard flower: 
Rose vacation spots: Hawaii, 
Florida, Columbia quotes "Most 
brothers at this age might be 
living in different cities and see 
each other only on the holidays. 
It's great because we're there for 
each other. It's an 'I got your 
back,’ type of thing.” "I kind of 
like headstrong women. I like to 
deal with a little adversity and 
have a struggle every now and 
then." "We want to make history. 
Twenty years from now, I'd like to 
think that 98° will leave a lasting 
impression." 


t, Drew, Jeff and Justin 


song: "Cherish the Day" by Sade © 
foods: Skyline Chili, steak, pizza, 


name: Justin Paul Jeffre vocal 
part: Bass nicknames: Droopy, 
Big J, Hydro birthday: February 
25, 1973 sign: Pisces birthplace: 
Mount Clemens, Michigan height: 
5'10" weight: 150 lbs hair: Brown 
eyes: Blue parents: Sue and Dan 
Jeffre siblings: Brother Dan, 
step-sister Ann, step-brother 
Jeff, half-sister Alexandrea faves 
performers: James Brown, Stevie 
Wonder song: "Try A_ Little 
Tenderness" by Otis Redding 
foods: Pizza, donuts, Skyline Chili 
drink: Orange juice color: Blue 
sports: Soccer, tennis team: 
Cincinnati Bengals clothing 
lines: Ralph Lauren, Phat Farm, 
DKNY actors: Robert DeNiro 
actress: Reese Witherspoon 
movies: Friday, Braveheart 
flower: Rose vacation spots: Los 
Angeles, Sante Fe, New Mexico 
quotes "I love the funky music of 
James Brown. He is my idol. When 
we opened for him it was a dream 
come true." "I am very calm and 
natural. I think over things a lot 
before making a decision, I think 
of the positives and negatives." 
"[My goal is] to be big enough 
where we can really have an 
impact on certain things. I always 
want to make a difference.” 
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IN THE SAIC. OF MUSIC. 
A DIFFERENT ANIMAL RWLES: 


~Seprunk 
PROUDLY PRESENTS 


ALLIGATOR 


THE BIGGEST BLUES LABEL IN THE WORLD 
NOW AVAILABLE AT ALL LEADING MUSIC STORES 


Other Labels Associated With Septune Music: 


K-Tel (UK), Coombe (Holland), Steppinout Records (UK), Distributed by: 
Bronco Records (Scotiand), Disques Lost Chart (Canada), BMG 
— Time (Canada), Independent a = r mEoapEaReets 


Further information - Fax: 643 1611 Email: gauri_smepl@hotmail.c 


Music. To some, it’s just a way of escaping to 
the next level of reality - a consciousness which one 
can never see. To others — there is a dream. Of bringing 
it forth to the world. To share what they have learnt, 
so that we may benefit for our own good. 

And now meet one such dreamer. His name is 
Mr. V. Gauri Shankar. Oh, you've probably never heard 
of him, but you will now and way into the millennium. 
There’s a new music company in town - and he’s the 
brains behind it. It’s nothing too big, nothing too 
fancy - you don’t get anything but a one man show - 
someone who’s completely down to earth, and coming 
up the hard way. Septune Music. That’s the name of the 
company. And it’s creating waves with it’s new 
releases. No stranger to the world of music, our man 
over here has been around - from Polygram to 
Magnasound - to finally coming into his own. With 
already eight music labels under his belt (including 
the high profiled K-Tel and Alligator Records) - 
Shankar is not 
ready to stop right 
here. He plans by 


HoundPog live Funny 


| HOUNAPDG the end of this 
THE MEGAMIXERS millennium to get 
as many indie 


labels as he can, 
under his company. 
And so far - he’s 
doing good. 
Septune has a vast 
repertoire - from 
the Blues to Rock - 
all the 
works are going to 


classic 


SEPTuNE 


be out once again. From Clapton to Armstrong, Joan 
Baez to Robert Crae - this music really gets you man! 
The stuff is decently priced too. But one must not 
forget the jazzy side of life too. It’s this man’s 
personal mission - to try and educate the MTV kids out 
there, about the finer things in music too. And he’s 
sure they'll be easy to convert. From 1940's, right up 
till the present day - the catalogue seems endless - 
just like deep blue side of the ocean. 

So how did all this come about. Well support 
was one thing this man did get — from the great folks 
at BMG Crescendo, especially Mr. Anil Prabhu and Mr. 
Nelson D’souza. He just wants to thank them for all 
their support and faith in him. He always knew he 
could do it. But with the portable MP3 players out, 
and all the music you want for free on the net - How 
tough can it be for a new company to start itself up? 
Piracy is the mother of evil, according to this man. As 
you hear him — pour his heart out, on how it should be 
curbed - you realise that maybe this man is right after 
all. ip 

That music 
is all you need to 
believe in. 
Septune music - a 
simple one man 
but 
complex as it digs 
deep into the lost 
treasures of * the 
kingdom of music. 
Check the tune out 
now. At a music 


show - 


store close to you. 
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It’s asin. As you look back upon your life — it’s really late 
and you realize that there were things you wanted to do, words you 
wanted to say — to the one you really loved. 

And the end is near. Of the twentieth century. The time 
when pop was at it’s coolest and most innovative. It could move 
your body it could move your soul. It made you happy, it made you 
sad. It made you laugh and even made you cry. And we have the Pet 
Shop Boys to thank for most of it. Definitely the pioneers of the 
essential 80’s pop, long before Prodigy or any other half backed 
electronica band walked this planet - the Pet Shop Boys were here, 
and they've lasted the true test of time. Cause they’re still around 
and still going strong. It’s a simple story. It’s only the two of them 
- Neil Francis Tennant and Christoper Sean Lowe, who together 
changed the face of pop music as we know it. Around 1970-71, 
Tennant was playing around in a group call ‘Dust’. From the 
beginning, the mad genius did everything his way. After getting a 
degree in History to boot, Tennant joined Marvel Comics, (the 
place where Spider Man and Dare Devil were conceived) anglicizing 
spellings and indicating where over-nsque women needed to be 
redrawn decently. While there, he once interviewed a certain 
comic’s fan — Marc Bolan (the man himself) who politely pointed 
out to Neil that his tape-recorder wasn’t working. Now Chris on the 
other hand had been playing the trombone in a seven piece dance 
band, who called themselves - One Under The Eight. But it wasn't 
until late August 1981, that anything of any significance 
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., happened. The two of them met by 
“4 chance in an electronics shop on 
Kings Road. They realised after a little 
while, that they both had a common 
interest in dance music, so they began 
to write together. In the tradition of 
most great bands like Lennon and 
McCartney, the song writing duo wrote 
whatever they felt was relevant 
., enough to explore. Then they had to 
come up with a name. A name that 
@ would give them a identity, and set 
them miles apart from the rest. 

The name. Pet Shop Boys. It 
was derived from some friends of 
theirs who worked in a pet shop in 
Ealing. The reason was, they thought 
it sounded like an English rap group. 
But they were anything but that. After 
fooling around in various places, the 
big break came after Neil joined the 
music mag ‘Smash Hits’. In 1983, 
Synchronocity was at it’s peak. Sting 
and the Police were gods in their own 
right. ‘Every Breath You Take’ had 
been at number one for countless 
_ weeks. So no one could touch them. 

Except maybe “Smash Hits’ which had 
a huge fan following at the time. And 
who should they send but Tennant to 
interview the band. By this time the 
Pet Shop Boys were obsessed with 
©. making a record of their own. So 

Tennant took the opportunity, that 
when interviewing The Police, he also met long time stream mover -— 
the New York producer Bobby Orlando, better known as Bobby ‘0’ 
The man was so impressed by Tennant, that he suggested making a 
record with The Pet Shop Boys. As early as 1984, the first uncut 
version of the now classic ‘West End Girls’ was released. But it 
wasn’t that much of a big thing. A minor hit in a few clubs in Los 
Angeles and France, Belgium. But it was enough to convince 
Parlophone Records to sign them up. After long negotiations with 
Bobby ‘0’, he finally relinquished his contractual rights over them, 
in return for future royalties of their records. And boy, did he do the 
right thing! Still no-one else seemed to think so. After Tennant Left 
‘Smash Hits’, the magazine even printed a ‘Obituary’ for Tennant 
in the very next issue predicting that the Pet Shop Boys would be 
down in the dumper and Tennant would come crawling back to 
them on bended knees. They were ruthless, and to the point - that 
the Pet Shop Boys would completely be over in a few weeks. But the 
magazine was forced to eat it’s own words. After re-recording ‘West 
End Girls’ with legendary producer ‘Stephen Hague’ - the Pet Shop 
Boys released it for the second time. And this time the result, was 
phenomenon. The single hit number one in over twelve countries - 
spanning all the five 
continents. Finally 
after it hit number 
one in America - 
their debut album 


‘Please’ hit the shelves. 
The reason for the name 
was, so that if anyone 

walked into a record 
shop, they would have had to say ‘Can I have that new Pet Shop 
Boys album, please? Hahaha..... The Pet Shop Boys were trying to 
teach the eighties radical punk some good manner. And you want 
to know something surprising? It worked. 

But it wasn’t until ‘Tt’s A Sin’ that did people sit up and 
take notice. That maybe these guys did understand the faith after 
all. The emptiness of being who you are. The song was the very one 
that Tennant had kept in his pocket as a demo, when interviewing 
The Police and then meeting ‘Bobby O’. It reached number one. 
And created a whole new controversy about the faith of Christ. 
They were accused of plagiarism, and the song's video - a sombre, 
dark demeaning tale of guilt and punishment featuring the seven 
deadly demeaning tales of guilt and punishment featuring the 
seven deadly sins - didn’t help their reputation much other. The 
song is classic cool, one of the very first devil noire’ tracks that 
Prodigy now, try to so well portray. Actually’ - the album was 
released in late 87. Other outstanding tracks were the heart 
bopping ‘What I Have Done To Deserve This?’ - (the boy's first duo 
with anyone) — featuring the late but yet remembered ‘Dusty 
Springfield’. Son of a preacher man anyone. And ofcourse the 
modern day ‘Woman Over Man’ business of the ‘Rent’. The song 
‘Rent’ was a real mercenary love song, and it caught the attention 
of the disheartened new listener. And then it happened again. 
Originally a big hit for Elvis Presley (and I still say nothing can 
beat the King himself) the Pet Shop Boys took into their hands - 
the now immortal - Always On My Mind’. 

Always On My Mind. The simplicity of it’s lyrics, it’s heart 
wrenching tender touch - this had to be the coolest yet! Tennant 
and Lowe reworked the classic, and set it forth upon an 
unsuspecting eighties generation. No surprise it hit number one. 
And firmly cemented the boys, into the history books - forever. 
The new album was called: ‘Introspective’. Probably one of the 
ground breaking records in the dance floor movement. Brilliant 
overtones like ‘Left To My Own Devices’ and ‘Domino Dancing’ 
makes this one of the all times favourite. Behind the scenes, the 
boys worked with various artists like Liza Minelli and New Order's 
Bernard Sumner (the man behind the Bizzare Love Triangle) 
creating a name for themselves in the business. And then the 
nineties arrived. As early as 1990, the Pet Shop Boys anticipated 
the arrived of the pre-electronic rock band. With their album 
‘Behaviour’. It did have a couple of smart tracks, but the one that 
really blows you away - was their version of U2’s eternal legacy - 
Where The Streets Have No Name. They mixed it with another 
classic from the sixties - ‘Can’t Take My Eyes Off You’ and the end 
result - pure magic. The song hit number one — hey what else did 
you expect? U2 (Bono and the boys) asked the Pet Shop Boys just 
one simple thing about them covering their song - ‘What Have 
Done To Deserve This?’ But it was all in good fun. 

Finally it looked like the end was near. The boys released 
‘Discography’ - their greatest hits record in 1991. The new single 


was — ‘Was It Worth It?’ and it was good. But not as good as the - 


previous years - ‘Left To My Own Devices’ and ofcourse the 
wickedly cool ‘Jealousy’. The duo then founded their own label - 
Spaghetti Records. And the next thing they knew, they had the 


soundtrack to the movie ‘The Crying Game’ with them. At they 
very last moment they decided to produce a new version of Dave 
Berry's 1964 single - ‘The Crying Game’ with Boy George as the 
lead. And it was one of the coolest things they ever did. ‘Very’ as 
the next record and probably one of their most innovative. The hits 
just kept on coming with “Go West’ and “Yesterday When I Was 
Mad’. And who cannot give a mention to ‘Liberation’, one of my 
favourites too. A couple of let downs later, the Pet Shop Boys came 
back strong in 96 with their ‘Billingual‘ Really good stuff with 
their ‘Se-A-Vida E (that’s the way life is) and probably the coolest 
they've ever done - ‘Red Letter Day’ brilliant harmonies and 
sadistic foreplay, makes this little unheard gem of asong as one of 
the best they can ever do. 

And now, it’s time. For the future. After working with the 
great Robbie Williams himself (who's voice do you think is going 
on in the chorus of the No Regrets. I'll give you two guesses. Listen 
to ‘It’s A Sin’ and you'll figure it out). The Pet Shop Boys are back. 
With a brilliant dark piece of work. Called ‘Nightlife’, the single ‘I 
Don’t Know What You Want But I Can't Give It Anymore’ is 
driving people crazy. Maybe it’s New York City, boy. Listening to 
them has always been a pleasurable sin. For most of my nineteen 
years on this miserable excuse of a planet. Things change, — you 
live-you grow old —- you die. But they can’t take that away from 
you. The Sound. The sound of the Pet Shop Boys. It’s always on 
your mind. 

By Fali R. Singara 
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1. Waiting For Tonight / Jennifer Lopez 
Sony Music 

2. Mambo No.5 / Lou Bega 
BMG Crescendo 

3. I Knew I Loved You / Savage Garden 
Polygram 

4. Larger Than Life / Backstreet Boys 
HMV 

5. (You Drive Me) Crazy - Britney Spears 
HMV 

6. She’s All I Ever Had / Ricky Martin 
Sony Music 

7. Heartbreaker / Mariah Carey 
Sony Music 

8. I Do Cherish You / 98 Degrees 
Polygram 

9. If I Let You Go / Westlife 
BMG Crescendo 

10. Brand New Day / Sting 
Polygram 


BREAKER 
Waiting For Tonight - Jenniter Lopez 


This is the song 
of the millennium. 
Played umpteen number 
of times on all your 
favourite music 
channels, you guys just 
have to love this track 
by Jennifer Lopez. 
Featuring on the album 
‘On The 6’, this is the 
follow up single to ‘If jas 
You Had My Love’. In the # 
last couple of weeks @ 
anyone and everyone is Be 
talking about this song 
We believe this trac 


would be on everybody's 
lips till the end of the year!! Check it out. 


F 1. HUM SAATH SAATH HAIN / HMV 
2. DILLAGI / VENUS 

3. MAST / VENUS 

4. THAKSHAK / HMV 

5. TAAL / TIPS 

6. SHOOL / T SERIES 

7. DIL HI DIL MEIN / SONY MUSIC 
8. ROCKFORD / SONY MUSIC 

9. KHAUFF / T SERIES 


10. KHUBSOORAT. / T SERIES 


. Maine Payal Hai Chankaye / Phalguni Pathak 
Polygram 
- Musafir / Sooraj 
Milestone 
- Mausam / Sonu Nigam 
Magnasound 
4. Mona Re / Bombay Vikings 
Sony Music 
. Suno To Diwana Dil / Kamaal Khan 
HMV . 
- Ho Raha Hai Sama / Anu Malik 
Polygram 
7. Aye Sanam / Abbey 
Times Music 
8. Savariya / 3 Brothers & A Violin 
Magnasound 
9. Chori Chori / Tanya 
T Series 
10. Dholna / Shubha Mudgal 
Rajshn Music 
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Note : The Record Top Ten, Bollywood Top Ten and Indi-Pop charts are based on surveys carried out by 
The Record Music Magazine from their Bureau Chiefs from their respective zones. These charts are based on album/artist popularity. 
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IT'S NOT JUST ABOUT MUSIC 
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IT'S ABOUT 25 NEW SHOWS & LOTS OF GREAT MUSIC 


BRITNEY 


SPEARS 
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There are times when | need to switch off from the tedious grind 


of everyday life. And escape. Into a world of my own. My own mind space. 
All | need to do is press PLAY’. On my Philips Personal Stereo. This stereo 
is really cool. With features like Digital tuning, Memory presets for AM and 
FM, Dynamic Bass Boost, Anti-rolling mechanism and Stereo Earphones. 
On my Philips Personal Stereo, | just let the music wash over me. 
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